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Allmon and Watkins Take Oath of Office 

Shannon Allmon was sworn into office as SWCD board member by Howard Lyle, Notary, on 

December 17th and Trent Watkins was sworn into office on January 21st by Hardin County 

Commissioner, Fred Rush.  Allmon and Watkins join Jeffry Billenstein, Michael Miller, and 

Ranae Sherman as board members.  Their dedication to the conservation of our soil and  

water resources make our community a better place to live.  Thank you to these individuals 

for your willingness to serve on the board. 

Shannon Allmon 
Trent Watkins 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BEING A HARDIN SWCD SUPERVISOR? 

Supervisors are the key to the success of a district.  The very credibility and   
achievement of districts has been based upon this local leadership.  How well these      
individuals conduct their responsibilities will be reflected in the accomplishments of 
the district.  They have many responsibilities serving as a SWCD supervisor which 
include: 

• Employ and guide staff of the district on workload priorities. 

• Monthly meetings to carry out the official duties of the office. 

• Know powers, authorities, and responsibilities placed upon you by the Ohio Soil 
and Water Conservation District law. 

• Election of supervisors to the Hardin SWCD Board are held following the      
guidelines of the Ohio Soil and Water Commission and in accordance with    
Chapter 940 of the Ohio Revised Code.  Any resident, eighteen years of age or 
older who resides within Hardin County can seek election to the SWCD Board of 
Supervisors. 

• Manage district funds, tours, and local planning meetings.  

• Attend meetings geared towards new and upcoming conservation and education  
programs, local field days, and conservation protection of natural resources.   

The Hardin SWCD Nominating Committee works throughout the year looking for   
candidates who are interested in the conservation and protection of natural          
resources.  In addition, nomination forms are available at the district office for      
interested residents. 

Election of supervisors to the Board are held annually in August, in conjunction with        
Customer Appreciation Day. 

If you have any questions about becoming a supervisor candidate, please feel 
free to contact Denna Clem at the SWCD office at 419–673-0456, Ext. 3 or one 
of the current Supervisors: Jeffry Billenstein, Ranae Sherman, Michael Miller, 
Shannon Allmon, or Trent Watkins. 
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Gary Shick 

2020 No-Till Farmer of the Year 

“When I started into the no-till, I wondered 

why everybody wasn’t doing this.  I pushed 

and pushed and after a while I decided, this is 

not going to work unless that person wants it 

to work”, said Gary  “Unless you want to 

make it work, it is not going to work.” 

Over the years Mr. Shick has learned the   

value of working with organizations like the 

local Soil and Water Conservation District and 

the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  

Gary says for folks to reach to these people 

for help.  “They can be your friend and 

not your enemy!” 

Gary Shick 

Article Provided by Gary Shick and Ohio’s Country Journal 

2021 Area 1 Envirothon 

Due to COVID-19, the 2021 Area 1 Envirothon will be held 

virtually in March and will be a multiple choice test. The 

theme is “Water Resource Management:   Local Control and 

Local Solutions”.  The Envirothon is an environmental    

problem-solving series of competitions where teams of five 

high school students (grades 9-12) compete in the areas of 

soils, aquatics, wildlife, forestry and current environmental 

issues.  

Most years, Envirothon teams would travel to a chosen    

location where the students would be tested on specific 

questions.  Going virtual presents an opportunity to extend 

this event to schools that never have participated in the 

past.  There is no registration fee, no busing issues, and 

should not interfere with other testing that happens within 

the schools.  Schools will have a week-long window to   

complete the test. 

This unique learning experience has a number of goals and objectives, including: 

• To promote greater awareness of natural resources and environmental issues. 

• To heighten understanding of the interrelations between plants, animals, humans and the environment they 
share. 

• To increase student interest in further environmental and natural history study. 

• To celebrate the spirit of competition and excellence. 

• To encourage young people to become action oriented members of society. 

• To allow students to explore natural resources careers. 

Area 1 includes: Allen, Auglaize, Crawford, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, Marion, Morrow,  
Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, VanWert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot counties. 

Call Hardin SWCD at 419-673-0456, ext. 3 for details.  
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legge 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Spring2021  

 

Support our advertisers!  (Pages 3, 4, 5)    
They make this newsletter possible. 

 

419-674-7308 

Supervisors 

CHRIS KURT—CEO 

Gary & Carol Oates 

Kenton, Ohio 

 

Supervisors 
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Hardin SWCD Planning Meeting 

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors held their annual Planning 

Meeting after their Board Meeting on Thursday, February 18th.  Chairman Billenstein explained the 

Board holds this meeting to gain input from members of the community with the objective to learn 

about, and acknowledge any concerns or suggestions related to the work the District is, or perhaps, 

should be involved in. 

Due to COVID-19 and social distancing, this year’s meeting was a little different.  Conservation friends 

were sent invitations with a short questionnaire to complete, for discussion at this meeting. Only 

Board and staff members attended this meeting.  This feedback aids Hardin SWCD in planning the 

2021 year. 

Interactive discussion occurred with responses to the following questions presented by Chair           

Billenstein: 

• What ways can we improve our delivery of conservation practices? 

• What is the #1 resource concern in Hardin County? 

      Soil Erosion      

      Water Quality 

      Other 

• What do you see as Hardin SWCD’s role in solving this problem? 

Hardin SWCD would like to thank those that participated in the questionnaire. 

Calendar of Events  

TREE SALE ORDER PICK-UP  TBD  est. mid 

April                                            

 FISH SALE Continues thru April 2 
 

 April 2          Last Day to order Pond Fish 

 April 8          2:30 pm Fish Order Pick-up 

 April 15         7:30 am Board Meeting 

 April 22         Earth Day 

 April 25-May 2  Stewardship Week 

 May 20         7:30 am Board Meeting 

 May 31         Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED 

 June 17         7:30 am Board Meeting 

   HARDIN SOIL & WATER PROMOTES STEWARDSHIP WEEK 

Hardin SWCD would like to remind you that each of us has a connection to natural 

resources.  The National Association of  Conservation Districts (NACD) is            

celebrating the 66th year of Stewardship Week April 25-May 2.   

The theme is: “Healthy Forests, Healthy Communities.” 

Trees and forests are critical to providing clean air and water, healthy soil,    

abundant wildlife and valuable products we use every day. 

Contact the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District at 419-673-0456 to learn more about 

how you can help protect trees and forests. 
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STRAW BLANKETS 

Daft Erosion Control, LLC 

 

ADA OHIO 
 

865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243 

SWCD Serving 
Hardin County 
Landowners 
Since 1948 

OVER 139 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE Ask for Keith Kissling  

or Drew Kissling 

Ty Mark 



PAGE 6 Spring 2021  

  Annual Spring Fish Sale 
Deadline for orders: Friday, April 2nd, 2021 

Pick up date: Thursday, April 8th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office 

You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, 

half full of your pond water, to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil and    

Water Conservation District office on  

Thursday, April 8th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or    

combination.  Recommended stocking rate of the 

fingerlings (one to five inches long) for new ponds 

(per surface acre) is: 

 • 100 largemouth bass  

 • 500 bluegill  

 • 100 channel catfish 

The stocking rate for White Amur is: 

 Percent of Pond           Number of White Amur 

 Covered by Plants       Per Surface Acre of Water 

           0 – 20%                           0 

         20 – 40%                           5 

         40 – 60%                          10 

         60% – over              20 

Clip this out as a reminder. 

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale  

12751 SR 309 West, Kenton 

Thursday, April 8th, 2:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring a 10 or 20 gallon garbage 

can with a non-deodorized plastic liner 

one-half (1/2) filled with your pond 

water. 

10 gallons will hold 100 fingerlings; 

and 2 gallons are needed for each 

White Amur. Oxygen will be added to 

the bag for those traveling long        

distances. 

Hardin SWCD 

419-673-0456, Ext. 3 

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale Order Form 

 Mail order form with payment by April 2nd, to: 

 

Hardin SWCD 

12751 St. Rt. 309 W. 

Kenton, OH  43326 
 
 
 

Name:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________ 

 

Phone:______________________________ 

Species   

 Total                             Size               Quantity        Price      Total  

Largemouth Bass       2” – 3”          _________   $0.90      _____ 

Bluegill                      2” – 4”         _________    $0.85     _____ 

Hybrid Bluegill            2” – 4”         _________    $0.85      _____    

Channel Catfish          4” – 5”         _________    $0.80      _____       

White Amur                8” – 10”       _________  $13.00     _____         

Yellow Perch               2” – 3”         _________    $0.90     _____ 

Redear Sunfish           2” – 4”         _________    $0.85     _____                 

Fathead Minnows        1” – 2”         _________    $0.08     _____          

         Total  $ ________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

 Date    

 Receipt No.   

 Amt. Paid   

 By    
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing 

Largemouth Bass 

Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types 

of bass, the largemouth bass is best suited for the   

temperate waters of the Midwest. The bass is usually 

found around structures such as brush piles and weed 

beds. It has a widely varied diet that emphasizes     

minnows and small fish. Its predatory nature helps keep 

other fish from overpopulating. One-year-old bass range 

from three to seven inches long. 

Channel Catfish 
Midwest Game Fish—The channel catfish is most  

commonly found around the bottom of a lake or pond. 

It is a scavenger  and will eat just about  anything it can 

find. Channel catfish do not generally reproduce in 

ponds due to the absence of an adequate spawning 

structure. A suitable structure can be added by placing 

buckets or drain tile on the pond bottom. 

Yellow Perch 
Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is a cool-water 

fish.  It should be stocked in lakes in which the water 

temperature   remains below 75º F year round. Perch 

feed on zooplankton, insects, snails, and other small 

fish. One-year-old fish range in size from one to four 

inches. 

Fathead Minnow 

Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size and 

abundant reproduction make it an excellent forage fish. 

It is very tolerant of muddy water and a wide range of 

pH levels. Its rapid rate of reproduction makes it an  

excellent choice for stocking where predatory fish are 

present. One-year-old fish range in size from one-half 

to three inches and seldom exceed three inches at        

maturity. 

Redear Sunfish 

Alternative Management Species—The redear sunfish 

is very similar to the bluegill. It is found around       

structures where it feeds almost exclusively on mollusks. 

The redear is known to be fast growing and hard fighting. 

The redear does not reproduce as much as the bluegill 

and is not likely to overpopulate. Spawning begins in late 

spring. One-year-old fish may range from one to four 

inches. 

White Amur 

Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The amur is a    

natural alternative for aquatic weed control. It is more    

effective than chemical control without potential side   

effects.  Special precautions should be used when    

stocking amur. Overflow drain pipes should be screened 

off and the use of copper based chemicals should be 

avoided. 

Bluegill 

Alternative Management Species—Bluegills are     

usually the pond fish most eager to bite and put up a 

good fight on light  tackle despite their small size. Young 

bluegills feed on tiny microscopic plants, called          

phytoplankton and zooplankton. The diet of adults often 

includes insects, snails, small crayfish, fish eggs, and 

very small fish.  Bluegills can grow to six inches in two to 

four years when plenty of food and space are available. 

Hybrid Bluegill 

Alternative Management Species—The hybrid bluegill 

is a fish that is stronger and grows faster than the regular 

bluegill. As a result of  hybridization, 90% of the fish are 

males, reducing the chance of an overpopulation      

problem. This fish has the habits of the normal bluegill, 

but is more aggressive and more readily accepts       

commercial fish food. 

Most Ohio ponds have a combination of predator and forage-eating fish species to create a balanced ecosystem.  

Largemouth bass are the recommended predator species and Bluegill or Redear Sunfish, for example, would be 

storage-eating species.  Fingerlings are fish in the small, immature stage, about one to five inches in length.  In a 

newly constructed pond, fingerlings are an inexpensive alternative to more mature fish. 

Pond owners interested in stocking only largemouth bass without bluegill can use fathead minnows as food source 

for the bass.  These minnows should be stocked at the rate of 0 to 1,000 per surface acre. 

Stocking rates are included on the next page.  If your pond is 1/2 acre or smaller. Reduce rates by half to          

accommodate the smaller surface area.  The white amur is a vegetation eating fish used for controlling pond weeds. 

When moving fish from one water source to another, the water temperature differences should not exceed five   

degrees.  If the new water source temperature is greater than a five degree difference, slowly add pond water to 

the fish container so the temperature increases two degrees per hour.  Proper temperatures will help fish adapt to 

their new environment. 

Orders are due Friday, April 2nd.                                                                                                              

Fish can be picked up Thursday, April 8th at 2:30 p.m. at the Hardin SWCD office. 
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Service Center Supervisors & Staff 

   Hardin SWCD Supervisors  Hardin SWCD Staff 

   Jeffry Billenstein-Chairman  Denna Clem-District Administrator 

   Michael D. Miller-Vice Chair              Mark Lowery-District Technician 

   Ranae Sherman-Fiscal Agent              Howard Lyle-Nutrient Management Specialist 

   Shannon Allmon-Member              Vickie Wies-Administrative Assistant 

   Trent Watkins-Member                                        

 

   Hardin NRCS Staff 

   Megan Burgess-District Conservationist 

   Jonjala Jackson-Soil Conservationist 

   Chris Pepple-Soil Conservation Technician 

 

     Other Staff Assisting the Hardin Office 

     Mark Seger-Ohio Department of Agriculture Engineer 

      Jimmy Giannone-Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Biologist 

      Sandra Springer-WLEB Nutrient Management Technician 

   Steve McGinnis-ODNR Service Forester 

Drainage Questions 

Conservation Questions 

Management Questions 

We are here to help! 

Call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 


