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Board Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 a.m. currently at the County’s North Annex 

due to COVID-19.   Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to confirm date, time and location.           

 

Forestry Field Day 

Hardin 

SWCD 

Tree Sale 
****************************************** 

Starts in 

December 
*************************************** 

Mark Your 

Calendar 

 WOODLAND MANAGEMENT 
If you are interested in improving your woods and/or have any questions on the 

management of woodlots, please contact Steve McGinnis, ODNR Service Forester 

for Hardin County at:  3615 S. Old State Rd. 

 Delaware, OH 43015 

 614-212-3291 

 Stephen.McGinnis@dnr.state.oh.us 

There are cost share programs, such as the Environmental Quality Incentives   

Program (EQIP), to help offset the costs of timber stand improvement, brush  

management, and tree plantings that are done according to USDA’s Natural      

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) standards and specifications. Timber 

stand improvement and brush management both start with a completed forestry 

management plan, which in many cases is completed by the Service Forester. 

Contact the SWCD/NRCS office if you are interested in planting trees. Or if you are 

interested in learning more about the programs, contact Megan Burgess or Jonjala 

Jackson at 419-673-7238, ext 3. 

DUE TO COVID-19 AND 6 FOOT DISTANCING … 

EVENT CANCELLED FOR 2020 

SEE YOU IN 2021 
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2020 Hardin SWCD Supervisor Election 

On August 25th, the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District received the results 

of the District Board's absentee ballot election of two (2) Supervisors.  Three          

candidates, Shannon Allmon, Jerry McBride, and Trent Watkins were running for two     

positions on the Board of Supervisors. 

Effective January 1, 2021 for a three-year term, incumbent Jerry McBride was  

elected as well as new supervisor candidate, Trent Watkins was elected to replace Supervisor Tony       

Hastings on the Board of Supervisors. 

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District would like to thank Supervisor Hastings for his twelve 

(12) years of service to the board, not only as a member, but also for serving as the Board Fiscal 

Agent for eight (8) years. 

The District would also like to thank Shannon Allmon, for seeking election and her desire to be on 

the Board of Supervisors. 

The District would like to thank all the Hardin County residents who took the time to vote!   

2020 Conservation Partner of the Year 

On August 20th, we would have held our Annual Meeting       

celebrating our 73rd Anniversary.  At the Annual Meeting, we 

would typically hold our supervisor elections and District awards, 

but it was cancelled due to COVID-19, like most other events in 

2020. 

On Tuesday, September 1, 2020 Board Chairman, Jerry 

McBride, presented the 2020 Cooperator of the Year award to 

Rodabaugh Family Farms.  The Board of Supervisors selected 

the Rodabaugh Family to receive this honor because they are      

always encouraging others to install conservation practices on 

their land.  Chris and Gail, Clint and Kristin, and Cody and   

Maggie have implemented several practices on their land        

including, but not limited to the following: waterways, wetlands, 

drainage water management structures, tree plantings, no-till, 

cover crops, and nutrient management.  They have hosted 

statewide events as well, and Chris served as a Supervisor for twelve years (1989-2000).  Gail has had a lot of 

involvement with the Hardin/Wyandot Women for the Land and has helped Logan County to get their Women for 

the Land Learning Circles started. 

This family goes above and beyond all expectations.  They are always encouraging others to install conservation 

practices on their land and looking to others to learn new ideas or concepts. 

Rodabaugh Family Farms received a Cooperator of the Year plaque and sign for this honor.  The sign was     

sponsored by The Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts, Ohio Department of Agriculture and 

The United States Department of Agriculture. 

Jerry McBride Trent Watkins 

Tony Hastings 

From front left: the 7th generation on the farm 

includes Ivan, Jase, Lyla, Calvin.  Back row left: 

Gail, Charlie, Chris, Cody, and Clint Rodabaugh 

and Jerry McBride, Hardin SWCD Board     

Chairman. Not pictured are Clint’s wife, Kristin, 

and Cody’s wife, Maggie. 
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legge 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 
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Support our advertisers!  (Pages 3, 4, 5)    
They make this newsletter possible. 

 

419-674-7308 

Supervisors 

937-354-2851 

CHRIS KURT—CEO 

Ryan Shanks 

ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.co
m 

Cover Crop Applica-

Gary & Carol Oates 

Kenton, Ohio 
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www.blockagency.com 

FARM – HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE 

 315 E. Wapakoneta St.  

Waynesfield, OH  45896 

419-568-4801 

CROOKS & SONS 

Discover the Benefits of Covering Up! 

Cover crops are plants seeded into the soil in agricultural fields and gardens, either within or outside 

of the regular growing season, with the primary purpose of improving soil health.  Cover crops can 

provide several important benefits by:  

 Reducing wind and water erosion 

 Adding soil organic matter 

 Improving soil water holding capacity 

 Nourishing beneficial soil microbes along with micro-and macro-invertebrates 

 Reducing soil compaction 

 Suppressing weeds 

 Adding nitrogen (leguminous cover crops) 

 Breaking disease cycles 

 Attracting honey bees and other beneficial insects 

 Trapping excess nutrients 

 Cut fertilizer costs     COVER CROPS  
            

 Reduce the need for herbicides and other pesticides 

Cover crops are typically planted in late summer/fall around harvest or before spring planting of the 

following year’s crops.  Ideally cover crops need 30 to 40 days of good growth before the first hard 

frost.  Planting several cover crop species together in a mixture can increase their positive impact on 

soil health. 

Many cover crops offer harvest possibilities as forage, grazing, or seed that work well in systems with 

multiple crop enterprises and livestock. 

Be 

Safe 
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STRAW BLANKETS 

Daft Erosion Control, LLC 

 

ADA OHIO 
 

865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243 

SWCD Serving 
Hardin County 
Landowners 
Since 1948 

OVER 138 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
Ask for Keith Kissling  

or Drew Kissling 

Ty Mark 
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Spotlight on Hardin County Producer … 

When visiting the beautiful sites in Hardin County, you may want 

to drive out to County Road 175 and Jackson Township Road 50 

to see the BEAUTIFUL sunflower patches at Kellogg Farms.  This 

is the third year Bill and Jill Kellogg have taken a few acres of 

their land and turned it in to a magnificent sight.  This year they   

added a variety of seeds, which ended in six varieties of blooms in 

the fields. 

The Kellogg’s plant the seeds for the enjoyment of 

the people, as many times they witness a line of 

cars pulled over to the side of the road to take in 

the view.  Many senior and family pictures have 

been taken with the sunflowers as background. 

When the blooms die off and dry, the stalks are cut off and the 

process begins for the next year. 

Believe me … it is worth the trip!!                                  

Thank you Kellogg Farms for caring about the community. 

Bill and Jill Kellogg 

Photo by Dan Robinson, Kenton Times 

                     What to do with inherited farmland? 

With one-third of the US’s farmers over the age of 65, a lot of farmland 

will likely be changing hands throughout the next decade.  In many  

cases, this farmland will be passed on to another member/members of 

the farmer’s family.  Farmland is generally a very valuable asset.  Not 

only is the land itself worth money, but it’s capable of generating on-

going revenue should you continue to farm it. 

Sometimes, the people inheriting the land are already farming the 

ground when its officially passed to them.  However, it’s becoming increasingly common that those 

inheriting farmland are not farmers, but they would prefer to keep it in the family. 

Farming is hard work that requires knowledge and experience.  Deciding to become a farmer simply 

because you inherited some land isn’t a realistic option.  Here is some information you need to know. 

1. You will want to hire a certified appraiser to evaluate the full worth of the land. 

2. If the land has high real estate value, selling it can be a tempting option. In some ways, it’s the 

most straightforward choice.  This way you don’t have to worry about on-going property taxes,  

responsibilities, management, etc.  However, there could be heavy taxes involved in the act of  

selling, depending on how much the land is worth, and where it is located.  Of course, most       

importantly, selling the land to an outside party means it will no longer be a part of the family. 

3. If the land is healthy and able to generate strong income, a better option might be to rent it out.  

In addition to earning money now, the land can grow in value going forward.  There are different 

ways to rent out land, including charging flat rental rates versus crop-share leasing and more. 

4. You could also hire a farm manager who handles all farm related work, while taking a portion of 

the earnings. 

5. Sometimes the land a person inherits isn't in the best condition.  Soil might be damaged, the     

location may no longer be ideal for farming.  This can make it both difficult to sell or rent out. In 

situations like these, you might want to look in to enrolling in the Conservation Reserve Program.  

Contact the Farm Service agency at 419-673-7238 for enrollment details. 
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Driving Safety Tips for Farmers 
 Make sure all safety lights are clean and working.  Replace any worn      

      SMV emblems.  Add reflective tape to your equipment: yellow on the sides,        

      orange or red on the rear.                            

 Try not to group pieces of equipment together when traveling on high-traffic roadways.         

Motorists need time to pass and return to their lane.  Space equipment to allow motorists to pass one unit 

at a time. 

 Provide a follow car with hazard lights flashing.  People respond better to this type of escort. 

 Limit movements of equipment during evening or peak traffic hours. 

 Keep lights on and flashing, even in the daytime. 

Hi Ya!  Long Time No See...Hope 

You Are Doing Well! 

Report Sick or Dead Deer to Division of Wildlife 

The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Division of Wildlife reminds Ohioans that 

Epizootic Hemorrhagic Disease (EHD) typically affects some white-tailed deer in the late       

summer.  This is not unusual, as EHD is the most common ailment affecting deer in the eastern 

U.S., and the disease occurs annually in late summer and fall in deer herds across North     

America.  Most cases in Ohio have been found in northwest Ohio. 

The EHD virus is not infectious to people and is not spread from animal to animal.  It is transmitted by the bite of small insects 

called midges, so EHD-associated deaths in deer can occur until the first frost of the year causes a decline in midge activity.  

Once infected, deer show symptoms within five to 10 days, and many deer die within 36 hours of the onset of symptoms.  

There is little that can be done to protect wild deer from the virus.  Outbreaks of EHD can result in high deer mortality in some 

areas but populations typically increase within a few years. 

White-tailed deer, along with mule deer, elk, bighorn sheep, and pronghorn antelope are        

susceptible to the disease.  Deer infected with this virus may show symptoms including  lethargy, 

head hung down, loss of fear of humans, swelling of the tongue and head and neck, difficulty 

breathing, and excess salivation.  Affected deer are often found in or near bodies of water, likely 

because of fever and dehydration. 

People should always avoid touching or handling sick or dead wild animals.  Sightings of dead deer should be reported at  

www.wildohio.gov/reportwildlife, the local wildlife officer, Ryan Kennedy, or the wildlife district office at 419-429-8385. 

Infected Deer 

Infected Deer 

2020 Waterway Project 

Finished Project 
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OFFICE HOURS 

8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri 

Calendar of Events  

 Oct 12  Columbus Day-SWCD-In/NRCS-Off 

 Oct 15  7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

 Oct 15  11:00 a.m. County Commissioners Meeting 

 Oct 25  Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 Nov 11  Veteran’s Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

 Nov 19  7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

 Nov 26  Thanksgiving-OFFICE CLOSED 

 Nov 27  Day After Thanksgiving-SWCD OFF/ 

                        NRCS IN 

 Dec 17   7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

 Dec 25   Christmas Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

 Jan 1    New Year’s Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

Facebook:  Hardin SWCD 

We have a Facebook Page 

We may be a little behind, but we now have 

a Facebook page.  We will be posting updates 

to upcoming activities, items for sale, photos 

and whatever else we think you may want 

to see happening in the office.  To find us go 

to Facebook and search “OHHardinSWCD” and 

like our page.  You should see a 

picture of our current Board 

Members. 

Please let our office know if your      

address needs corrected, wish to be  

removed from our mailing list, or      

want to receive our newsletter via 

email.    

Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3.      

CHECK US OUT 




