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Board Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 a.m. at the SWCD office.
Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to confirm date and time.

Winter 2019

Annual Tillage Club Meetings

Continuing with …

The annual conservation Tillage Club Breakfast Meeting Series is
being held again this winter at the Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory. The Hardin,
Logan, and Union Soil and Water Conservation Districts, NRCS and the
OSU Extension Offices in Hardin and Union Counties jointly plan the
Conservation Tillage Club Meeting Series. Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m.
with the meeting following around 8:00 a.m.

“Meet the employees
at the USDA Service
Center”, this edition
features ...
SWCD
Technicians

PLAN TO JOIN US

The schedule for this year is:

Watch For
Details

January 8—Weed Management

January 22—Marketing

February 5—Corn Diseases

February 19—Technology by Ridgemont FFA

Pond Fish Sale
Happy New Year from SWCD, NRCS,
and ODA Staff & Supervisors

March 2019

Welcome New Supervisors!

Tree Sale
Details Inside
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Hardin SWCD Board and staff
would like to welcome Michael
D. Miller and Ranae Sherman
who were elected supervisors
at the District’s 2018 Annual
Meeting with terms January 1,
2019 to December 31, 2021.
Thank you for your interest in
conservation and dedication to
serving on the District Board.

Michael Miller

Ranae Sherman

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Supervisors and staff
would like to thank the Hardin County
Commissioners for their financial
support and dedication to soil and water
conservation.
The annual financial assistance from the
County is matched by funds from the
State which enables the District to
continue to provide assistance to Hardin
County landowners.

319 Grant
Women for the Land
Conservation Learning
Circle
2019 Tree Sale
Details/Order Form

4
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Brice Beaman
Roger Crowe
Randall Rogers

THANK YOU!
A huge round of APPLAUSE from the
Board
and
staff
to
outgoing
supervisors Ardie Good, who served
three terms on the Board (20102018) and Gary Flinn, who was
appointed in 2015 and continued to
serve a full term (2016-2018).
Thank you for your commitment
and dedication to the Hardin Soil and
Water Conservation District.
WE WILL MISS YOU!

Calendar of Events
TREE SALE CONTINUES THRU 2/28
TREE ORDER PICK-UP TBD
FISH SALE BEGINS IN MARCH
Jan 17
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
Jan 21 M L King Day-OFFICE CLOSED
Jan 22 7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting
Feb 2-6 NACD Meeting in San Antonio, TX
Feb 5
7:30 a.m. Tillage Club Meeting
Feb 18 President’s Day-OFFICE CLOSED
Feb 19 Tillage Club Meeting
Feb 21 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
Feb 28 Last Day to Order Trees
March 21 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
April 5 Last Day to Order Fish
April 11 2:30 p.m. Fish Order Pick-up
April 18 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
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MEET THE STAFF
Hi, my name is Howard Lyle and I am the Nutrient Management Specialist for the Hardin Soil
and Water Conservation District. I have been a full-time employee with the District since
September 30, 1996 (22 years). I also worked for the District as a summer intern from 19911994. My main job with the district is to assist livestock producers with nutrient management
planning and any manure storage engineering needs they may have. I also work with nonlivestock farmers, as well as, with nutrient management planning. I also assist with surveying
and designing grass waterways and other best management practices.
Another job that comes with the territory is pollution complaint investigations. This can encompass a wide
range of complaints from odor complaints, manure in the stream, manure spilled on the road, to mortality
composting. Sometimes these situations are not always enjoyable, but you have to rely on the rules that
are in place and make sure they are being followed.
I truly enjoy my job with the District. I really enjoy working with producers and helping them solve their
problems. It gives you a sense of satisfaction at the end of the day to know that you were able to help and
make a difference on their operation.
Hi, my name is Mark Lowery, the District Technician for the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation
District. I have an educational background in Landscape Horticulture and Agronomy from
The Ohio State University. Prior to working for the District, I worked for New Leaf Landscape
Center for seven years.
In 1995, I began working as a District Technician with NRCS Soil Conservation Technician,
Mike Elwood, and District Conservationist, Doug Deardorff, learning to evaluate the resource
needs and concerns of landowners and farmers on soil erosion, drainage, and land
conservation. I was also in charge of the no-till drill program, Tree Sale, Fish Sale and
windbreak program.

Currently, many of my duties entail status reviews, surveying, designing, and approving engineering plans
used for USDA conservation practices like grass waterways, grade stabilization structures, windbreaks, and
drainage control structures, to name a few. I also ensure that the plans are implemented and construction
checks are completed to ensure that the construction meets NRCS standards and specifications. Also, I’m
the representative for the Hardin SWCD on the Upper Scioto Drainage and Conservancy District and I
provide engineering and other technical assistance for matters involving the Scioto River where the
Conservancy has jurisdiction.
On January 3, I completed 24 years working for the District and, during those years, I have enjoyed
working with great contractors, supervisors, staff, farmers, and landowners dedicated to installing and
promoting conservation practices to improve soil and water quality.
Outside of working for the District, my family and I enjoy raising 57 head of cross bred sheep for 4-H
market lamb projects. I also enjoy taking weekend motorcycle rides in the summer with my girlfriend.

From The SWCD
Staff …
THANK YOU FOR
ALL YOU DO!

Supervisors
Jeffry Billenstein, Ardie Good, Tony Hastings,
Jerry McBride, Gary Flinn
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144
Kenton, Ohio 43326

937-354-2851

419-675-1645
567-674-5076

Gary & Carol
Oates
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

Kenton, Ohio

419-674-7308

MIKE “MITCH” MITCHELL—CLO

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.
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The Value of Testing—Soil and Manure
By Howard Lyle, SWCD Nutrient Management Specialist

The fall season is a good time to get soil sampling completed. Soil samples should be
pulled on a regular basis every 2-3 years. This process is critical in a livestock
operation that is applying manure. It is very useful to have up-to-date soil samples to
help you monitor fertilizer and to help you adjust manure application rates.

SOIL

Manure sampling is also an important part of this operation. Manure should
be tested annually to see what amounts of nutrients you are applying to the
land. We have to remember that we are not just applying manure but usable
nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphours, and potassium. Manure and soil tests
are very valuable when trying to calculate application rates so that we
are not overapplying nutrients.

Manure Sampling

The Soil and Water Conservation District can assist you in either sampling process. The district can
also assist you in developing a Manure Management Plan (MMP) for your operation.
Outlet Watershed Grant-Blanchard River
The Outlet Watershed Grant-Blanchard River-Watershed is
located in northern Hardin County, in parts of Blanchard,
Washington, Jackson, and Pleasant Townships.
Objective 1 w ill involve controlling w ater from surface
and tile runoff in a field to raise the depth of the drainage outlet and holding water in the field. This will be accomplished by
establishing controlled drainage water management systems.
The goal is to install 8 structures with an average 20 acres per
structure.
Objective 2 w ill involve installing 3,000 linear feet of
grassed waterways.
Cost Share is available.

For more information, contact Hardin SWCD at 419-673-0456.

WOMEN FOR THE LAND
CONSERVATION LEARNING CIRCLE

Thursday, March 28th, 2018
9 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Pahl’s Farm Market
12076 SH 53 West
Upper Sandusky, OH

American Farmland Trust/
Hardin/Wyandot SWCDs/NRCS

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com
419-348-1663

Cover Crop Application

CROOKS & SONS
www.blockagency.com
FARM – HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE
315 E. Wapakoneta St.
Waynesfield, OH 45896
419-568-4801
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Landowners Since 1948

OVER 138 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Ask for Keith Kissling
or Drew Kissling

STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243
Ty

Mark
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Order Deadline
February 28
Limited supply!

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District
2019 Tree Sale Order Form/Ordering Information

These trees are offered as a low cost source of plant materials for wildlife, timber plantings, windbreaks,
and other conservation uses. They are available to anyone without restriction. Because of their low cost,
we cannot furnish replacements, nor can we mail or deliver the packets. You will be notified by postcard
as to when and where to pick up your order. This will normally be the middle of April, but weather
conditions at the nurseries will determine when the trees can be dug and shipped. Please pick up your
order promptly when notified.
Remember, these plants are 2 to 3-year-old transplants and average 18 to 36 inches in height. Most
orders will fit in a regular-sized grocery bag. We reserve the right to make alterations in packet content if
orders far exceed supply. Orders must be received in the Hardin SWCD District Office, at 12751 St. Rt.
309W, Kenton, OH 43326, with payment by FEBRUARY 28, 2019
TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp –10 to –15°)
Species

Type/Zone

Color

H/W

Growth Rate

Spacing

Whitespire Birch

Deciduous/Zones 3-6

Fall: Yellowish/Green

40’/20’

Medium-Fast

20’-30’

Sugar Maple

Deciduous/Zones 3-8

Fall: Red/Yellow/Orange

60’/40’

Slow-Medium

15’-25’

Northern Red Oak

Deciduous/Zones 3-7

Fall: Red/Yellow

60’/70’

Rapid-Vigorous

15’-30’

Black Walnut

Deciduous/Zones 4-9

Dark Green Leaflets

50’/75’

Medium

20’-25’

Arborvitae

Conifer/Zone 3-7

Green (Evergreen)

30’/10’

Medium

6’-10’

Blue Spruce

Conifer/Zones 3-7

Blue (Evergreen)

50’/25’

Slow

10’-15’

Norway Spruce

Conifer/Zones 3-7

Green (Evergreen)

80’/40’

Medium-Rapid

10’-15’

Eastern White Pine

Conifer/Zones 3-8

Bluish-Green (Evergreen)

80’/40’

Rapid

10’-15’

Whitespire Birch (Betula platyphylla var japonica) - The Whitespire Birch is best known for its upright
form, non-exfoliating white bark, dark green leaves and attractive yellow fall color. It may naturalize by selfseeding and root suckers to form attractive strands and can also be effective as a landscape tree or privacy
screens along property lines.

Planting Requirements: The Whitespire Birch grows to a height of 20-40’ and a spread of 10-20’, at maturity.
This tree grows at a medium to fast rate. Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers
a minimum of four hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. Soil should remain moist. It produces showy
leaves in April and would thrive in naturalized rain gardens.
Potential Problems: Some weakened birches become very vulnerable to the bronze birch borer which kills
trees that are stressed by summer heat and humidity. This tree reportedly has some resistance to the borer.
Birch leaf miner also cause significant problems. Although this gray birch has some susceptibility to aphids,
birch skeletonizer and dieback, these problems are usually considered to be somewhat minor in comparison to
the birch borer and birch leaf miner. Plants stressed by insects seem more susceptible to cankers.
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) - The Sugar Maple is one of America's best-loved trees. In fact, more
states have claimed it as their state tree than any other single species-those states being New York, West
Virginia, Wisconsin and Vermont. One of its most prominent features is amazing fall color. As the seasons
change, the leaves turn vibrant shades of yellow, burnt orange and red.
Planting Requirements: Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers a minimum of
four hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. It grows in deep, well-drained, acid to slightly alkaline soil
and prefers moist soil conditions. It has medium to fast rate of growth, with height increases of anywhere
from 13” to more than 24” per year.
.

Potential Problems: This tree is susceptible to a range of insect pests, although most do not cause serious
damage. A water stressed tree is more likely to attract pests than a healthy, well-watered tree. Symptoms
of insect infestation include white webs and rolled leaves, and holes in the stalk of leaves.
Red Oak (Quercus rubra) - A major timber tree of the eastern and Midwestern United States. Along with
Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade tree in the landscape industry, noted for its
brick-red autumn color and its rapid and vigorous growth rate. Reaching 60 feet tall by 70 feet wide when
found in the open under urban landscape conditions, it may grow taller and more massive in the wild.
Planting Requirements: Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well-drained soils of slightly acidic pH. It adapts
readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some specimens develop chlorosis in high pH
soils). It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is shade tolerant in youth).
Potential Problems: Red Oak is basically problem-free, although it may, on occasion, be subject to the
standard army of pests and pathogens that afflict the Oaks.
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Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) - Practicality and aesthetics combine in the black walnut to make this species one
of the most treasured trees in American history. The valuable dark brown wood is strong with a handsome grain
that polishes easily and gleams forever. It is prized in the woodworking world. The tree begins to bear nuts in 1215 years, after planting, usually in early to mid-autumn. These nuts can be consumed by humans and wildlife. The
fruit consists of three layers: a green, fleshy husk; a black inner shell that is hard, thick and corrugated; and the
kernel, which is oily and sweet. Whether you love it more for the stunning wood or the delicious nuts, it is an
upstanding tree.
Planting Requirements: The Black Walnut grows to a height of 70-100 feet (height increases 3-4 feet per year) and
a width of 60-70 feet at maturity. Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, meaning it should get at least six
hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. The black walnut grows in acid, alkaline, loamy, moist, rich, sandy,
well-drained wet and clay soils. It grows in a rounded shape and develops a deep taproot which makes it difficult
to transplant. The Black Walnut is self-fertile but requires wind for pollination. It is recommended to plant more
than one tree to ensure a better crop.
Potential Problems: Can be toxic to certain trees and plants, such as serviceberries, chestnuts, pines, arborvitae,
apples, cherries, tomatoes, potatoes, peas, peppers, cabbage, alfalfa, blueberries, blackberries, azaleas,
rhododendron, lilacs, hydrangeas, privets and plants in the health family, if planted too close.
Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) - Arborvitae is found throughout eastern Canada, New England, and the northern states of the Eastern United States. While it is primarily found in Ohio in urban landscapes, where it often
thrives in dry, alkaline soils, it occurs in greatest abundance in the wilds of Ohio when found near acidic bogs.
When found in the open, non-compact forms may reach 30 feet tall by 10 feet wide.
Planting Requirements: Arborvitae performs best in moist soils of alkaline pH, but is very adaptable to poor soils
that are rocky, sterile, dry or wet, and of neutral to acidic pH. It can be planted just about anywhere there is full
sun to partial sun, with minimal after shrub and tree care. It is found in zones 3 to 7 in full sun to partial sun, with
minimal aftercare. It is found in zones 3 to 7 in full sun, but does not thrive in the southern part of its range.
Potential Problems: The lower foliage and twigs of Arborvitae can also be significantly sheared back in winter by
deer browsing, and the flexibility of the softwood and its strong tendency to be multitrunked make it a prime
candidate for snow and ice damage. Otherwise, Arborvitae is a healthy and vigorous shrub and tree.
Colorado Blue Spruce (P icea punges glauca) - Planted throughout the United States and Canada as an
ornamental evergreen, including all of Ohio. Most trees may easily reach 50 feet tall by 25 feet wide at the base,
although in the wild much taller specimens are commonly reached. Perhaps no other evergreen tree is as
cherished for home landscapes as Blue Spruce.
Planting Requirements: Colorado Spruce prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, sandy, or loamy; the
soils must not be poorly drained or wet. It is also adaptable to a variety of less than favorable conditions,
including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.
Potential Problems: Colorado Spruce is generally a healthy tree, and like most spruces, it suffers needle damage
due to feeding by various spider mites. It is especially drought tolerant, including young transplants that have
been root-pruned into ball and burlap form.
Norway Spruce (P icea abies) - Found throughout all of Ohio and much of the United States and Canada as,
perhaps, the most common spruce, rivaled only by Colorado Spruce. It is found as an ornamental tree in urban
environments, a windbreak and snow break in both urban and rural areas, and occasionally in pure stands for
future harvest in forests. Quickly reaches 80 feet height by 40 feet in spread with its medium to rapid growth
rate, and adapts to a variety of harsh soil and sparse moisture conditions.
Planting Requirements: Norway Spruce prefers moist, but well-drained, acidic soils that may be organic, sandy,
or loamy. However, it is perhaps the most adaptable common evergreen tree to harsh conditions, including
poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.

Potential Problems: Norway Spruce is generally a very healthy tree, even under harsh conditions.
White Pine (P inus strobus) - Widely distributed throughout eastern North America, including all of Ohio.
Commonly transplanted today as a landscape evergreen tree, and is also sold as a cut Christmas tree. Also
known as Eastern White Pine, this towering evergreen easily grows to 80 feet tall by 40 feet wide (or larger)
under optimum conditions, with a rapid growth rate. Its shape is upright pyramidal when young, but becomes
irregular with maturity
Planting Requirements: White Pine performs best in evenly moist, rich, well-drained, acidic soils in full sun
Potential Problems: In spite of thriving in many natural settings, White Pine is very susceptible in urban settings
to alkaline soil pH (causing chlorosis, resulting in yellowing of the needles and stunting of growth), winter salt
spray, air pollution, compacted clay soils, and poor water drainage. Young transplants and saplings are also
subject to deer and rabbit browsing in any setting.
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2019 Tree Packet Order Form

Bundles of 10-Conifer
Bundles of 10-Deciduous

Order Deadline—February 28th
Limited supply!

Receipt No.
Amt. Paid
By

Approx.

No. of Trees

Price per

Bundles

Size

Per Bundle

Bundle

Ordered

Whitespire Birch ($1.80 per seedling)

18”-24”

10

$18.00

Sugar Maple ($1.50 per seedling)

18”-24”

10

$15.00

Red Oak ($1.80 per seedling)

18”-24”

10

$18.00

Black Walnut ($1.80 per seedling)

18”-24”

10

$18.00

Arborvitae ($1.80 per 2-1 Transplants)

12”-18”

10

$18.00

Blue Spruce ( $2.00 per 2 -2 Transplants)

18”-24”

10

$20.00

Norway Spruce ($2.00 per 2-2 Transplants)

24”-36”

10

$20.00

White Pine ($1.50 per 2 -0 Transplants)

12”-18”

10

$15.00

TREE PACKETS

Total

DECIDUOUS TREES

CONIFER TREES

TOTAL COST ____________

