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Board Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 a.m. at the
SWCD office. Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to confirm date and time.

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District Planning Meeting
The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation’s Board of Supervisors held their annual Planning
& Local Work Group Meeting at Henry’s Restaurant on February 28th, 6:00-7:00 p.m.,
with 28 attendees. The Board holds these meetings to gain input from members of the
community with the objective to learn about, and acknowledge, any concerns or
suggestions related to the work the District is, or perhaps, should be involved in.
Kathy Bash, District Administrator, reviewed a power point presentation displaying pictures
of waterway conservation practices accomplished in 2017 by District Technicians,
Mark Lowery, Howard Lyle and NRCS Soil Conservationist, Chris Pepple.
These
included: 20 new waterways, totaling 18.4 acres, 4.08 miles; 2 re-enrolled waterway
repairs, totaling 3 acres, 0.62 miles and 1 wetland project installed.

Hardin SWCD
Rain Barrel Sale
Order One Today
$79.00

Chair McBride prompted discussion about the following:

 Are Hardin County residents and farmers doing all that they can to keep nutrients from
reaching the ditches?

 What do you think we can do to reach out to Hardin County residents, urban and rural,
to reduce nutrients reaching the creeks, rivers and other bodies of water?

 Are Hardin County residents and farmers doing all they can to keep nutrients from
reaching the ditches?

 Are there certain practices that you feel
would get other farmers and landowners
interested in, such as cover crops?

Pond Fish Sale

 How do we reach landowners who are not
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involved in doing conservation practices?

Are you planting cover crops on your land?
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Calendar of Events
* Pond Fish Sale Continues thru April 6th *

March 15 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
April 6

Pond Fish Sale Order Deadline

April 10

Pond Fish Sale Order Pick-up at 2:30 p.m.

April 19

Tree Sale Order Pick-up

April 19

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

April 25

2018 Envirothon at Blue Creek

April 29-May 6 Stewardship Week

HARDIN COUNTY WILL BE HOSTING
THE 2018 MANURE SCIENCE
REVIEW IN JULY.

May 17

WATCH FOR DETAILS

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

May 28

Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

June 12

6:30 p.m. Hardin County Pond Clinic

June 21

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
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2018 Area 1 Envirothon
The 2018 Area 1 Envirothon will be held on Wednesday, April 25th at Blue Creek
Conservation Area in Whitehouse, Ohio. The theme is “Western Rangeland
Management”.
The Envirothon is a competitive, outdoor academic team event for high school
students in northwest Ohio, testing students’ knowledge of soil and land use,
forestry, wildlife and aquatics.
This unique and enjoyable learning experience has a number of goals and
objectives, including:
 To promote greater awareness of natural resources and environmental issues

Team Instructions

 To heighten understanding of the interrelations between plants, animals,
humans and the environment they share
 To increase student interest in further environmental and natural history study

 To celebrate the spirit of competition and excellence
 To encourage young people to become action oriented members of society

Testing Site: Forestry

 To allow students to explore natural resource environmental careers
The Area 1 Envirothon is financed by donations from businesses and
agencies.
Area 1 includes: Allen, Auglaize, Crawford, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, Marion,
Morrow, Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Van Wert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot
counties.
The Hardin SWCD is selling
45 gallon, plastic, terracotta
colored rain barrels.

The barrels come complete
with a diverter and hardware
to quickly connect the units
to downspouts. Cost is
$79.00.
Why rain barrels?
It’s economical. It saves homeowners money on
water bills and conserves water and energy by
storing rainwater to use for landscaping plants or
vegetables.
Lawn and garden watering makes up nearly 40% of
water usage in summer months.
A one inch rain storm can produce nearly 700
gallons of runoff from the average roof.
A rail barrel will save most home owners over 1300
gallons of water during peak summer months.
It’s good for the environment, reduces storm water
runoff impacts of local water quality, stream bank
erosion, and flooding.
Contact the Hardin SWCD located at 12751 SR
309 W, Kenton or call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to
order your barrel today.

HARDIN SOIL & WATER
PROMOTES
SOIL & WATER
STEWARDSHIP WEEK
As a part of Hardin County for over 70 years,
the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District
would like to remind you that each of us has a
connection to natural resources. The National
Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) is:
celebrating the 63rd year of Stewardship Week
April 29-May 6, 2018. The 2018 theme is t
“Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home”. The
Stewardship concept involves personal and
social responsibility, including a duty to learn
about, and improve natural resources as we use
them wisely, leaving a rich legacy for future
generations. Stewardship Week helps to remind
us all of the power each person has to
conserve natural resources and improve
the world.
Water is one of our most precious resources.
Watersheds supply water for drinking and
recreation, irrigation and manufacturing, and
wildlife and bird habitat. It is essential that each
of us adopts good water conservation habits so
that we can keep our water resources safe and
productive now and for future generations.
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144
Kenton, Ohio 43326

937-354-2851

419-675-1645
567-674-5076

Gary & Carol
Oates
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

419-674-7308

Community First Bank, N.A.
www.com1stbank.com

Forest
419.273.2595
Kenton
419.673.1084
Upper
Sandusky
419.209.0308

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.

Kenton, Ohio
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing
Most Ohio ponds have a combination of predator and
forage-eating fish species to create a balanced
ecosystem. Largemouth bass are the recommended
predator species and Bluegill or Redear Sunfish, for
example, would be forage-eating species. Fingerlings
are fish in the small, immature stage, about one to five
inches in length. In a newly constructed pond,
fingerlings are an inexpensive alternative to more
mature fish.
Pond owners interested in stocking only largemouth
bass without bluegill can use fathead minnows as food
source for the bass. These minnows should be stocked at
the rate of 500 to 1,000 per surface acre.

Largemouth Bass
Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types of
bass, the largemouth bass is best suited for the temperate
waters of the Midwest. The bass is usually found around
structures such as brush piles and weed beds. It has a
widely varied diet that emphasizes minnows and small fish.
Its predatory nature helps keep other fish from
overpopulating. One-year-old bass range from three to
seven inches long.

Channel Catfish
Midwest Game Fish—The channel catfish is most
commonly found around the bottom of a lake or pond. It is a
scavenger and will eat just about anything it can find.
Channel catfish do not generally reproduce in ponds due to
the absence of an adequate spawning structure. A suitable
structure can be added by placing buckets or drain tile on
the pond bottom.

Yellow Perch
Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is a cool-water fish.
It should be stocked in lakes in which the water temperature
remains below 75º F year round. Perch feed on zooplankton,
insects, snails, and other small fish. One-year-old fish range
in size from one to four inches.

Fathead Minnow
Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size and
abundant reproduction make it an excellent forage fish. It is
very tolerant of muddy water and a wide range of pH levels.
Its rapid rate of reproduction makes it an excellent choice for
stocking where predatory fish are present. One-year-old fish
range in size from one-half to three inches and seldom
exceed three inches at maturity.

Stocking rates are included on the next page. If your pond is
1/2 acre or smaller, reduce rates by half to accommodate the
smaller surface area. The white amur is a vegetation eating
fish used for controlling pond weeds.
When moving fish from one water source to another, the
water temperature differences should not exceed five
degrees. If the new water source temperature is greater than
a five degree difference, slowly add pond water to the fish
container so the temperature increases two degrees per hour.
Proper temperatures will help fish adapt to their new
environment.

Orders are due Friday, April 6th and fish can be
picked up Tuesday, April 10th at 2:30 p.m.

Redear Sunfish
Alternative Management Species—The redear sunfish is very
similar to the bluegill. It is found around structures where it
feeds almost exclusively on mollusks. The redear is known to be
fast growing and hard fighting. The redear does not reproduce as
much as the bluegill and is not likely to overpopulate. Spawning
begins in late spring. One-year-old fish may range from one to
four inches.

White Amur
Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The amur is a natural
alternative for aquatic weed control. It is more effective than
chemical control without potential side effects. Special
precautions should be used when stocking amur. Overflow drain
pipes should be screened off and the use of copper based
chemicals should be avoided.

Bluegill
Alternative Management Species—Bluegills are usually the
pond fish most eager to bite and put up a good fight on light
tackle despite their small size. Young bluegills feed on tiny
microscopic plants, called phytoplankton and zooplankton. The
diet of adults often includes insects, snails, small crayfish, fish
eggs, and very small fish. Bluegills can grow to six inches in two
to four years when plenty of food and space are available.

Hybrid Bluegill
Alternative Management Species—The hybrid bluegill is a fish
that is stronger and grows faster than the regular bluegill. As a
result of hybridization, 90% of the fish are males, reducing the
chance of an overpopulation problem. This fish has the habits of
the normal bluegill, but is more aggressive and more readily
accepts commercial fish food.
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Annual Spring Fish Sale
Deadline for orders: Friday, April 6th, 2018
Pick up date: Tuesday, April 10th, at 2:30 p.m.
Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office
You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, half full of your
pond water, to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District office on
Tuesday, April 10th, at 2:30 p.m.

Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or
combination. Recommended stocking rate of
the fingerlings (one to five inches long) for
new ponds (per surface acre) is:

The stocking rate for White Amur is:
Percent of Pond
Covered by Plants

• 100 largemouth bass
• 500 bluegill
• 100 channel catfish
Clip this out as a reminder.

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale
12751 SR 309 West, Kenton

Number of White Amur
per surface acre of water

0

– 20%

0

20

– 40%

5

40

– 60%

10

60% – over

20

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale Order Form
Mail order form with payment by April 6th, to:
For Office Use Only

Tuesday, April 10th, 2:30 p.m.

Date ____________

Hardin SWCD
12751 St. Rt. 309 W.
Kenton, OH 43326

Cash/Check ______
Receipt # ________
By ______________

Name: ________________________________
Address: ______________________________

Please bring a 10 or 20 gallon garbage
can with a non-deodorized plastic
liner one-half (1/2) filled with your
pond water.

10 gallons will hold 100 fingerlings;
and 2 gallons are needed for each
White Amur. Oxygen will be added to
the bag for those traveling long
distances.
Hardin SWCD
419-673-0456, Ext. 3

_____________________________________
Phone: _______________________________
Species

Size

Quantity

Price Total

Largemouth Bass

2” – 3”

______

$0.90

______

Bluegill

2” – 4”

______

$0.85

______

Hybrid Bluegill

2” – 4”

______

$0.85

______

Channel Catfish

4” – 5”

______

$0.80

______

White Amur

8” – 10”

______

$13.00

______

Yellow Perch

2” – 3”

______

$0.85

_____

Redear Sunfish

2” – 4”

______

$0.85

______

Fathead Minnows

2” – 3”

______

$0.07

______

Total $

______
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Hardin County Pond Clinic
Eugene C. Braig

Tuesday, June 12, 2018
6:30 p.m.

Hardin SWCD and the OSU Extension Office will be holding a Pond Clinic on Tuesday, June 12, 2018 at 6:30 p.m.
at Dawn Wallace’s pond, 13231 SR 309 W, Kenton. The featured speaker, Eugene C. Braig IV, Program Director,
Aquatic Eco-systems from The Ohio State University Extension, School of Environmental and Natural Resources,
will discuss weed management and fish stocking.
The program will be held outside, so bring your lawn chairs and dress for the weather conditions.
Light refreshments will be served.

For more information, contact: Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District, (419) 673-0456, Ext. 3
OSU Extension, Hardin County, (419) 674-2297
Bring your questions to ask the expert.

There is a shelter house in case of rainy or inclement weather.

Inquiring minds want to know …
Visit the SWCD website
www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd
to see what is happening at
Hardin County Soil & Water
Conservation District

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com
419-348-1663

Cover Crop Application

CROOKS & SONS
www.blockagency.com
FARM – HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE
315 E. Wapakoneta St.
Waynesfield, OH 45896
419-568-4801
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Landowners Since 1948

OVER 134 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243

NonProfit Standard Mail

Hardin Soil & Water

US Postage Paid

Conservation District

Kenton OH 43326

12751 St. Rt. 309 West

Permit No 334

Kenton, OH 43326
419-673-0456, ext. 3
All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
age, marital status or handicap.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri

Best Management Practices (BMP’s)

Private and public dollars available to address erosion and nutrient loss concerns from agricultural production fields are
limited. A cost effective way to reach conservation goals to reduce erosion and nutrient losses is to identify field situations
with potentially higher risk Critical Concerns, and match potential Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for implementation
with the field situation and management used.
Visit https://agbmps.osu.edu/ for more important details to empower farmers/landowners with the knowledge necessary to
identify the high risk situations that exist in their farm fields and the ability to know when to seek professional help for
implementing cost effective conservation.
MAXIMIZE YIELDS
IMPROVE WATER QUALITY

Filter Strips

HARDIN SWCD

Practices

https://
agbmps.osu.edu/

Cover Crops

