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Forestry Field Day

Forestry

When:

Sunday, October 21, 2018

Time:

1:00-4:00 p.m.

Where: Tom & Judy Williams’ Woods

Field Day

5374 County Road 60

October 21

Ada, OH 45810

Mark Your

Rain Date: Sunday, October 28, 2018

Calendar

Please plan to join us for an afternoon of family fun on Sunday, October 21st from 1:00-4:00
p.m. at Williams’ woods.
Inside This Issue:

There will be horse-drawn wagon rides, a coloring contest with prizes for the children, ham &
bean soup cooked over an open fire, corn bread, hot dogs and s’mores.
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2018 Customer Appreciation Day and Annual Meeting
Over 100 people attended the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District’s Customer Appreciation/Annual Meeting held on
August 16th at the Hardin County Fairgrounds. Attendees enjoyed dinner, consisting of bratwurst and hot dog sandwiches,
potato salad, chips, and cookies, while voting for two of three Supervisor candidates, to fill two open positions on the Board.
The Annual Meeting was held at 6:30 p.m. Chairman Jerry McBride welcomed everyone and introduced the Board of
Supervisors, District and NRCS staff, and special guests.
Megan Burgess, District Conservationist, gave a 2018 NRCS Update.
Supervisor Flinn presented the 2018 Conservation Partner Award plaque to Kurt Farms. In addition, Ranae Sherman, Ag Credit,
presented the Cooperator of the Year sign to Kurt Farms, which is co-sponsored by Ag Credit, the Ohio Federation of Soil and
Water Conservation Districts, Ohio Department of Agriculture, and the United States Department of Agriculture.
Fiscal Agent Hastings provided special recognition of several individuals who assisted the District with various activities
throughout the past year and asked them to stand as he called their name.
Clark Hutson, Area 1 Program Specialist, conducted the election from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Michael D. Miller, Ryan Shanks, and
Ranae Sherman were the candidates for two Supervisor positions to begin a three-year term January 1, 2019.
Michael D. Miller and Ranae Sherman were elected.
Elected Supervisors

Thank you to Ryan shanks for his desire to be on the Board of Supervisors.

Customer Appreciation Attendees

2018 Cooperator of the Year
Kurt Farms

Ranae Sherman

Michael D. Miller

2018 Conservation Contest
The Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual Conservation Contest for Junior Fair Exhibitors with natural resource
projects was held on Saturday, September 8th in the Hardin County Fairgrounds’ Community Building. Projects presented
were: Fishing for Beginners, Gun Safety, Insects I, Ohio Birds II, Solar Energy, and Why Trees Matter. Registration began at 9:00
a.m. and contest judging started at 9:30 a.m.
Contest participants gave a 4-5 minute oral presentation about their conservation projects, telling about collecting information
for the project, constructing the project, completing the project and knowledge gained. Participants were judged on product
knowledge, project completion, organization and neatness, and quality of presentation.
Special Thanks To Our
There were three classes for entries: Class I: Beginners-Age 8-10; Class II: Intermediate-Age 1113; Class III:; Advanced-Age 14-19

Leif Trachsel
“Gun Safety”

Carl Woodruff
“Insects I”

Stone Sauber
“Solar Energy”

Tommy Mustain
“Fishing for Beginners”

Ashtin Elliott
”Why Trees Matter”

At least the top three participants in each class are guaranteed awards. Each participant received
monetary awards provided by the following sponsors: *Ag Credit, “Community First Bank, *Farm
Credit Mid America, *Hardin County Coonhunters, *Home Savings & Loan Company, *Liberty
Conservation Club, *Liberty National Bank, *Oates Veterinary Clinic, *Quest Federal Credit
Union, *Rushcreek Sportsmens Club, *Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District
Judges were Jolene Bailey, Katherine Temple, and Gail Rodabaugh.

Sponsors and Judges

Marianne Woodruff
“Ohio Birds II”

Judges Hard At Work (L-R )
Katherine Temple,
Gail Rodabaugh, Jolene Bailey
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144
Kenton, Ohio 43326

937-354-2851

419-675-1645
567-674-5076

Gary & Carol
Oates
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

419-674-7308

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.

Kenton, Ohio
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2018 Mystery Farm Photo Contest
Fair Booth at the Hardin County Fair
Tuesday, Sept, 4
Wednesday, Sept. 5
Thursday, Sept. 6
Friday, Sept. 7
Saturday, Sept. 8
Sunday, Sept 9

Glenn & Annette Ammons

Daily Winner
Alicia Cook
Jerry Turner
Matt Haun
Ruth Waggoner
Lauren Eibling
Dylan Hasson

Allan & Linda Bocock

Jerry & Jennifer Badertscher

Mystery Farm
Glenn & Annette Ammons
Allan & Linda Bocock
Jim & Janice Legge
Steve & Cindy Crooks
Jerry & Jennifer Badertscher
Ernest & Deborah Thompson

Jim & Janice Legge

Township
McDonald
Taylor Creek
Dudley
Jackson
Liberty
Blanchard

Steve & Cindy Crooks

Ernest & Deborah Thompson

Winners received artwork by Pat Gamby, Artist.

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com
419-348-1663

Cover Crop Application

CROOKS & SONS
www.blockagency.com
FARM – HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE
315 E. Wapakoneta St.
Waynesfield, OH 45896
419-568-4801
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Landowners Since 1948

OVER 134 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-7227243
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American Farmland Trust Opportunity for Women Landowners
By Megan Burgess, NRCS District Conservationist

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has partnered with American
Farmland Trust to provide full day learning opportunities for women landowners that
do not operate/farm their farm ground. We are just in the planning stages at this
time, but currently have some information that we can pass along. In
November, we are planning a day in Hardin County focused around soil health.
In December, we are planning a day in Hancock County focused around water
quality. And in February/March 2019, we are planning a day in Wyandot County
that may be focused around vegetable production and/or agri-tourism. They are
designed that you can attend one, two, or all three of the events. If you would
like to be sure to receive information on these learning opportunities designed for non-farming women,
please contact the Hardin SWCD/NRCS office so we can put your name and address on the mailing list.

EQIP
By Megan Burgess, NRCS District Conservationist

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has announced a new sign-up
deadline for its Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). EQIP is a very
popular and important program for Hardin County farmers and landowners. In 2018,
Hardin County NRCS obligated 22 contracts for more than $1.7M. Currently Hardin County has 50 active EQIP
contracts for almost $6M.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s NRCS announced Friday, October 19, 2018, as the deadline to submit
applications for the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) in Ohio. We are currently planning for the next
crop year, and this October 19, 2018 deadline applies to the 2019 crop year.
EQIP is a voluntary conservation program which helps producers make conservation work for them. Together, NRCS
and producers harvest in solutions that conserve natural resources for the future while also improving agricultural
operations.
Through EQIP, NRCS provides agricultural producers with financial resources and one-on-one help to plan and
implement improvements, or what NRCS calls conservation practices. Using these practices can lead to cleaner water
and air, healthier soil and better wildlife habitat, all while improving agricultural operations. Through EQIP, you can
voluntarily implement conservation practices, and NRCS co-invests in these practices with you.
Financial assistance is now available in a variety of agricultural categories such as cropland, forestry, pasture
operations, and organic. Several special projects are also available which address water quality, forestry management,
improving pollinator populations, applying best management practices and many more. All available agricultural
categories are listed on the Ohio NRCS website (www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov) under “EQIP Applications Deadlines”.
To participate in USDA conservation programs, applications should be famers or farm or forest landowners and must
meet eligibility criteria. Applications signed and submitted to NRCS by the October 19 deadline will be evaluated for
fiscal year 2019 funding.
To learn more about EQIP or other technical and financial assistance available through NRCS conservation
programs, visit the Get Started with NRCS link on the National NRCS website (www.nrcs.usda.gov) or contact
your local office in Kenton at 12751 State Route 309 West, or call 419-673-7238, ext. 3, or email
megan.burgess@oh.usda.gov.
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MEET THE STAFF
Hi, my name is Kathy Bash, the District Administrator for the Hardin Soil and Water
Conservation District. In 1997, I began working as a part-time Administrative Assistant with
Rosemary Fitzgerald learning the financial recording software and reporting process along with
various other assigned responsibilities.
I am responsible for providing balanced monthly financial reports, preparing the annual County
budget, annual Internal Reviews, bi-yearly State Audits, policies and procedures, guiding District
events such as Planning Meetings, Pond Clinics, Annual Meetings/Customer Appreciation and
Forestry Field Day and many other business details.
On October 6th, I completed 21 years working for the District and during those years I have enjoyed working with
great teams of elected supervisors who are interested in their employees accomplishments and dedicated to
installing and promoting conservation practices to improve soil and water quality. I cannot say enough about the
Technicians of the District, Howard Lyle and Mark Lowery, who work diligently with the landowners and contractors
on installation of conservation practices. Vickie Wies, the current Administrative Assistant, does a great job putting
the District Newsletter together, assisting with financials and other office responsibilities. The District has a great
working relationship with NRCS, Pheasants Forever and Ohio Department of Agriculture staff who also work here.
Many things have changed throughout the years such as accounting programs, time reporting, working with other
agencies under grants, planning and hosting field days and more. I enjoy meeting and assisting the visitors to the
office and have met many landowners. I have learned about the different conservation practices and about one of
first things I learned was there is no such thing as “dirt” it is SOIL.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
Hi, my name is Vickie Wies and I am the part-time Administrative Assistant for Hardin Soil &
Water Conservation District (SWCD).
I began my career at the Agriculture Service Center in December 2008, as a part-time Program
Technician at the Hardin County Farm Service Agency. In August 2012, I accepted another parttime position at SWCD. Therefore, I am at the Agricultural Service Center Monday-Friday, and
depending on what day you stop by the office, you will find me on either side. (John Oates
believes I have a twin, because he can come into the FSA office on business, then go
next door to SWCD, and I suddenly appear on that side. HA! HA!)
At FSA, I work with producers on farm programs and certifying crops. Just ask Bill & Shane Kellogg and Tom &
Dusty Wilcox about their “OATH” experience! At SWCD I work with financials and I produce the quarterly
newsletter. If you would like to see something special in the newsletter, or you know of someone how would like to
receive the newsletter (or if you would like to be removed from the mailing list), please email me at:
vickie.wies@oh.usda.gov or contact me at 419-673-0456, ext. 3. I look forward to hearing from you.
Coming from a retail management background of 31 years and going in to agriculture industry has been an “eye
opening” experience, to say the least, but also a rewarding one. I just wish my Dad was still around to ask
questions, as he loved farming his ground and driving throughout the “MARSH” looking at crops.

Farmers are good people, and I enjoy working with them.
If you’ve driven along Ohio’s roadsides lately, you may have noticed something’s different. Less of roadside
is being mowed, and milkweed and other native wildflowers are flourishing in those areas. Maybe you’ve
noticed a few more butterflies than usual too. It has been a good year for monarchs in Ohio, and thanks to
the hard work of the Ohio Department of Transportation for assisting to preserve and create habitat;
monarchs have found additional refuge on the roadsides.
Farmers rely on pollinators to produce more than 70 crops. These pollinators have experienced steep declines.
Researchers concluded this trend may increase costs for U.S. farmers and may even destabilize crop production over time.
It is important to recognize that most pollinators live close to their food sources. Supplying pollinators with habitat near
our croplands, which are commonly surrounded by roadsides, is beneficial to pollinators and can help farmers.
Congratulations ODOT! And thank you for your efforts to create monarch habitat so that future generations will continue
to enjoy this iconic butterfly.
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All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
age, marital status or handicap.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri

A tomato family is walking down the road,
Baby Tomato falls behind, Daddy
Tomato goes back smacks him on
the head and says, “KETCHUP”!

Calendar of Events
Oct 8
Oct 18
Oct 21
Oct 29
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 15
Nov 22
Nov 23
Dec 20
Dec 25
Jan 1
Jan 17

Columbus Day—SWCD IN/
NRCS OFF
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
Forestry Field Day
1-4 p.m. Tom & Judy Williams woods
RAIN DATE—Forestry Field Day
Veteran’s Day
Veteran’s Day Observed-OFFICE CLOSED
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
Thanksgiving-OFFICE CLOSED
Day After Thanksgiving-SWCD OFF/NRCS IN
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
Christmas Day-OFFICE CLOSED
New Year’s Day-OFFICE CLOSED
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

Milkweed Pod Collection

This fall, the Ohio Pollinator Habitat
Initiative is once again organizing
STATEWIDE Milkweed Pod Collection.
Milkweed is essential to the survival of
Monarch butterflies and the seeds
collected through this effort will be used to
establish new plantings across the state.
Milkweed pods may be ready to harvest in
September/October. To determine when
milkweed pods are mature, it is best to open a
pod and look at the seeds. Pods are not ready to
harvest if the seeds are still white and milky. Pods
are ready to harvest when the seeds are dry, gray
or brown. If the center seam pops with gentle
pressure, they can be harvested. It is best to
collect pods in paper bags to allow pods to air dry.
Do not use plastic bags!
Store seeds in a cool, dry place until you deliver
them to the SWCD office at 12751 State Route
309W, Kenton between the hours of 8:00-4:30
Monday-Friday.
Collection will continue through
October 30th.

