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Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District Planning Meeting
The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors held their annual Planning
Meeting at Table 1 on February 16th, 7:00-9:00 a.m., with 21 attendees. The Board holds this meeting
to gain input from members of the community with the objective to earn about and acknowledge any
concerns or suggestions related to the work the District is, or perhaps, should be involved in.
Mark Lowery, District Technician, and Howard Lyle, Nutrient Management Specialist, provided a
power point presentation displaying pictures of waterway conservation practices and reported on the
miles of installation which were accomplished in 2016: 12.85 miles of new waterways; 2.05 miles of
repair for re-enrolled waterways which totaled 14.9 miles. The Phosphorous Reduction Field Day held
on August 26th, at the Kurt farm, was also highlighted.
Hardin SWCD
Rain Barrel Sale

Megan Burgess, NRCS District Conservationist, reported on the financial assistance that came into
Hardin County in 2016 with the Soil and Water Conservation District providing technical assistance.

Order One Today
$79.00

Chair McBride prompted discussion about:
●
●
●
●
●
●

The percentage of landowners using erosion preventing conservation practices and how to reach those who
are not using them.
Percent of farmers using reduced tillage conservation practices and
suggested methods of communication to reach those who are not.
Hardin County residents and farmers doing all that they can to
keep nutrients from reaching the ditches.
Livestock farms excelling or falling short of the above issues as
compared to crop only farmers.
Environmental concerns farmers are facing.
Other things Hardin SWCD can assist landowners with.

Pond Fish Sale
Details Inside
Inside This Issue:

The Hardin SWCD is selling 45 gallon, plastic,
terracotta colored rain barrels. The goal of this
sale is to offer an attractive, affordable rain barrel.
The barrels come complete with a diverter and
hardware to quickly connect the units to downspouts.
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Why rain barrels?

A one inch rain storm can produce nearly 700
gallons of runoff from the average roof.
A rain barrel will save most home owners over
1300 gallons of water during peak summer
months.
It’s good for the environment, reduces storm water
runoff impacts of local water quality, stream bank
erosion, and flooding.
Contact the Hardin SWCD located at 12751 SR
309 W, Kenton or call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to
order your barrel today … just $79.00.

A slow moving vehicle sign (SMV) is
required by law on self-propelled or
towed equipment when traveling on
roads at speeds of 25 mph or less. The sign
must be visible for at least 500’ to the rear
and centered 2 to 6 feet above the ground.
It should point up and be clearly visible day
and night to approaching or trailing vehicles.

Calendar of Events
April

Tree Order Pick-up (TBD)

April 7

Pond Fish Order Deadline

April 11

2:30 p.m. Pond Fish Sale Pick-up

April 20

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

April 26

Area 1 Envirothon in Hardin County
at RushCreek Sportsmen's Club

April 30-May 7 Stewardship Week
May 18

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

May 29

Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

June 15

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
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2017 Area 1 Envirothon
The 2017 Area 1 Envirothon is being held in Hardin County at the RushCreek
Sportsmen's Club, on April 26, 2017, and will involve approximately 65 teams from
high schools in northwest Ohio. The theme is “Agricultural Soil and Water
Conservation Stewardship”.
The Envirothon is a competitive, outdoor academic team event for high school
students. An adult advisor must accompany each team to the event, but is not
permitted to assist the team during competition. The Envirothon tests students’
knowledge of soil and land use, forestry, wildlife and aquatics. This year,
the current environmental issue questions will be incorporated into each of the 4
testing areas listed above.
A unique and enjoyable learning experience, the Envirothon program has a
number of goals and objectives, including:


To promote greater awareness of natural resources and environmental issues



To heighten understanding of the interrelations between plants, animals, humans and the environment
they share



To increase student interest in further environmental and natural history study



To celebrate the spirit of competition and excellence



To encourage young people to become action oriented members of society



To interest students to explore natural resource environmental careers

The Area 1 Envirothon is financed by donations from businesses and agencies, and through contributions.
Donations of $50 or more are acknowledged on the t-shirts provided to the students and their teacher-advisors.
Eight (8) high school teams from Hardin county competed in the 2016 Area Envirothon which was sponsored by the
following individuals and/or businesses in Hardin County: Pheasants Forever-Hardin County Chapter; Hardin County
Farm Bureau; Legge Excavating, LLC; Oates Veterinary Clinic, Inc.; Quest Federal Credit Union; Robinson Fin
Machines, Inc. and RushCreek Sportsmen’s Club.
The top four winning teams advance on to the Ohio Envirothon being held on June 11-13, at Ohio Christian
University, which features the top 20 teams from the five Area Envirothons held across Ohio each spring. The
winning team of the Ohio Envirothon will then compete at the North American Envirothon being held July 23-29 in
Emmitsburg, Maryland.
Area 1 includes: Allen, Auglaize, Crawford, Defiance, Fulton, Hancock, Hardin, Henry, Lucas, Marion, Morrow,
Ottawa, Paulding, Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, VanWert, Williams, Wood and Wyandot counties.

Hardin Northern

Ada

Upper Scioto Valley

Spring planting is right around the corner.
Producers are reminded of the 4R’s.

 RIGHT SOURCE: Matches fertilizer type to
crop needs.

 RIGHT RATE: Matches amount of fertilizer
2017 Soil and Water
Stewardship Week
April 30-May 7
Theme:
“Healthy Soils Are Full Of Life!”

to crop needs

 RIGHT TIME: Makes nutrients available
when crops need them.

 RIGHT PLACE: Keeps nutrients where
crops can use them.
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LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING

937-354-2851

Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144

419-675-1645

Kenton, Ohio 43326

567-674-5076

Gary & Carol
Oates
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

Kenton, Ohio

419-674-7308

Serving the Hardin County area since 1888!
Visit our website at: www.hslc-kenton.com
116 E. Franklin St., Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419-673-1117
The Home Savings and Loan Company of Kenton, Ohio
Member FDIC – Equal Housing Lender

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.
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Ohio Fertilizer Applicator Certification

By Sandra Springer-Nutrient Management Technician
(WLEB Employee Allen-Hardin-Putnam Counties)

Ohio’s fertilizer certification law requirement is one of many steps being taken to reduce farm runoff that
feeds algae in Lake Erie. Fertilizer certification is required if you apply fertilizer (other than manure) to
more than 50 acres used for agricultural production grown primarily for sale. If you have the co-op or other
customer applicator make your fertilizer applications, you do not need certification.
What fertilizer is included in the certification? Fertilizer is any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorous, potassium, or other
plant nutrient in a dry or liquid formulation. All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-surface, knifing, etc.) are included in
the certification requirement. The only application exempted is start-up fertilizers that are applied through a planter. For this
certification requirement, lime and limestone are not considered fertilizers.
To become certified for agricultural fertilizer applications:
1.

Attend a fertilizer certification training class offered by Ohio State University Extension. A schedule of classes will be
available at nutrienteducation.osu.edu or by contacting your county OSU Extension office. You will need to attend a 3-hour
class that offers initial certification.

2.

Complete and sign the fertilizer certification form at the end of the training class. The form will be mailed by OSU Extension
to the Ohio Department of Agriculture. You will retain a copy for your records. To become certified for agricultural fertilizer applications: Attend a 3-hour class if you DO NOT have an Ohio Pesticide Applicator License.

3.

Pay $30 for the fertilizer certification. The invoice for the certification fee will be sent to you by the Ohio Department of
Agriculture after you complete the fertilizer certification training class. You will need to recertify for fertilizer application
certification every three years.

Individuals are encouraged to obtain certification as soon as possible. The deadline to become certified is September 20, 2017.
After this date, if a producer is caught spreading fertilizer on their fields without a license, and refuses to get the license,
he/she could face a misdemeanor charge.

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com
419-348-1663

Cover Crop Application

CROOKS & SONS

FARM – HOME – AUTO – BUSINESS – LIFE
419-568-4801
Waynesfield
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Landowners Since 1948

Straw Blankets
Waterways

419-294-5240

Tobey Steinman

Drew Kissling

123 West Carrol St., P.O. Box 226
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419-673-3130
Fax: 419-673-0747
www.flrinsurancenter.com

STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing
Most Ohio ponds have a combination of
predator and forage-eating fish species to create
a balanced ecosystem. Largemouth bass are the
recommended predator species and Bluegill or
Redear Sunfish, for example, would be forageeating species. Fingerlings are fish in the small,
immature stage, about one to five inches in
length. In a newly constructed pond, fingerlings
are an inexpensive alternative to more mature
fish.
Pond owners interested in stocking only largemouth bass without bluegill can use fathead
minnows as food source for the bass. These
minnows should be stocked at the rate of 500 to
1,000 per surface acre.

Largemouth Bass
Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types of bass, the
largemouth bass is best suited for the temperate waters of the
Midwest. The bass is usually found around structures such as brush
piles and weed beds. It has a widely varied diet that emphasizes
minnows and small fish. Its predatory nature helps keep other fish
from overpopulating. One-year-old bass range from three to seven
inches long.

Stocking rates are included on the next page.
If your pond is 1/2 acre or smaller, reduce rates
by half to accommodate the smaller surface area.
The white amur is a vegetation eating fish used for
controlling pond weeds.
When moving fish from one water source to
another, the water temperature differences should
not exceed five degrees. If the new water source
temperature is greater than a five degree
difference, slowly add pond water to the fish
container so the temperature increases two
degrees per hour. Proper temperatures will help
fish adapt to their new environment.
Orders are due Friday, April 7th and fish can
be picked up Tuesday, April 11th at 2:30 p.m.

Redear Sunfish
Alternative Management Species—The
redear sunfish is very similar to the bluegill. It is found around
structures where it feeds almost exclusively on mollusks. The redear
is known to be fast growing and hard fighting. The redear does not
reproduce as much as the bluegill and is not likely to overpopulate.
Spawning begins in late spring. One-year-old fish may range from
one to four inches.

White Amur
Channel Catfish
Midwest Game Fish—The channel catfish is most commonly found
around the bottom of a lake or pond. It is a scavenger and will eat
just about anything it can find. Channel catfish do not generally
reproduce in ponds due to the absence of an adequate spawning
structure. A suitable structure can be added by placing buckets or
drain tile on the pond bottom.

Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The amur is a natural
alternative for aquatic weed control. It is more effective than
chemical control without potential side effects. Special precautions
should be used when stocking amur. Overflow drain pipes should be
screened off and the use of copper based chemicals should be
avoided.

Bluegill

Yellow Perch
Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is a cool-water fish. It
should be stocked in lakes in which the water temperature remains
below 75º F year round. Perch feed on zooplankton, insects, snails,
and other small fish. One-year-old fish range in size from one to four
inches.

Fathead Minnow
Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size and abundant
reproduction make it an excellent forage fish. It is very tolerant of
muddy water and a wide range of pH levels. Its rapid rate of
reproduction makes it an excellent choice for stocking where
predatory fish are present. One-year-old fish range in size from onehalf to three inches and seldom exceed three inches at maturity.

Alternative Management Species—Bluegills are usually the pond
fish most eager to bite and put up a good fight on light tackle
despite their small size. Young bluegills feed on tiny microscopic
plants, called phytoplankton and zooplankton. The diet of adults
often includes insects, snails, small crayfish, fish eggs, and very
small fish. Bluegills can grow to six inches in two to four years when
plenty of food and space are available.

Hybrid Bluegill
Alternative Management Species—The hybrid bluegill is a fish
that is stronger and grows faster than the regular bluegill. As a
result of hybridization, 90% of the fish are males, reducing the
chance of an overpopulation problem. This fish has the habits of the
normal bluegill, but is more aggressive and more readily accepts
commercial fish food.
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Annual Spring Fish Sale
Deadline for orders: Friday, April 7th, 2017
Pick up date: Tuesday, April 11th, at 2:30 p.m.
Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office
You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, half full of your
pond water, to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District office on
Tuesday, April 11th, at 2:30 p.m.
The stocking rate for White Amur is:

Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or
combination. Recommended stocking rate of the
fingerlings (one to five inches long) for new
ponds (per surface acre) is:

Percent of Pond

Number of White Amur

Covered by Plants

per surface acre of water

0 – 20%

0

20 – 40%

5

40 – 60%

10

60% – over

20

• 100 largemouth bass
• 500 bluegill
• 100 channel catfish

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale Order Form

Clip this out as a reminder.

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale

Mail order form with payment by April 7th, to:

12751 SR 309 West, Kenton

Hardin SWCD

Tuesday, April 11th, 2:30 p.m.

12751 St. Rt. 309 W.
Kenton, OH 43326
Name:_____________________________________
Address: __________________________________
__________________________________________
Phone:____________________________________

Please bring a 10 or 20 gallon
garbage can with a non-deodorized
plastic liner one-half (1/2) filled
with your pond water.

Species

Size

Quantity

Price

Total

Largemouth Bass

2” – 3”

_________

$0.90

_______

Bluegill

2” – 4”

_________

$0.85

_______

10 gallons will hold 100 fingerlings;

Hybrid Bluegill

2” – 4”

_________

$0.85

_______

2 gallons are needed for each
White Amur. Oxygen will be added
to the bag for those traveling long
distances.

Channel Catfish

4” – 5”

_________

$0.80

_______

White Amur

8” – 10”

________

$13.00

_______

Yellow Perch

2” – 3”

________

$0.85

_______

Redear Sunfish

2” – 4”

_________

$0.85

_______

Fathead Minnows

2” – 3”

_________

$0.07

_______

Hardin SWCD
419-673-0456, Ext. 3

Total $________

Hardin Soil & Water
Conservation District
12751 St. Rt. 309 West

NonProfit Standard Mail
US Postage Paid
Kenton OH 43326
Permit No 334

Kenton, OH 43326
All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis
without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
age, marital status or handicap.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri

Would you like to become a SWCD Supervisor?
The Hardin SWCD is seeking candidates for the District Board of
Supervisors. The election will be held Thursday, August 17, 2017, as
part of the District’s annual meeting. District board members are
elected by Hardin County residents to represent them in guiding the
district staff and cooperating agencies in positive efforts to promote
conservation programs and best management practices.

Re-elected Supervisor
Jeffry Billenstein being sworn in by
Commissioner Brice Beaman.

Members of the board are public officials responsible to the people of the district and state. They employ
and guide staff of the district on workload priorities, manage district funds and are a source of feedback
from the public on its needs for soil and water assistance.
Board members are expected to attend monthly meetings where conservation policy is discussed and
business is conducted. They are highly encouraged to attend meetings that are geared towards new and
upcoming conservation and education programs, local field days, conservation tours, local planning
meetings, and area and state meetings that are held throughout the year.
There are a total of five elected board members and they serve three-year terms. At some conservation
tours and area meetings, supervisors have the opportunity to meet with State and U.S. Representatives to
discuss conservation issues and concerns. District supervisors serve without pay.
If you would like more information on the duties and responsibilities of the Hardin SWCD Board
of Supervisors or you would like to submit your name or someone you think would be a good
candidate, please contact Kathy Bash at 419-673-0456.

