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Board Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 a.m. at the SWCD
office. Please call 419-673-0456, ext. 3 to confirm date and time.

Spring 2016

USDA Conservation Programs Now Available in Ohio
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) has 2016 Federal conservation program funds available for Ohio farmers
and forestland owners.

Hardin SWCD
Rain Barrel Sale
Order One Today
$79.00

Farmers and forestland owners may apply for funding under the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) at any time throughout the year, but
application selections for funding are made at specific times.
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EQIP provides financial assistance for conservation management and structures
(practices) and technical assistance to develop a conservation plan. The
conservation plan and practices help agricultural producers and forestland owners
improve the natural resources on their property. These practices also benefit the
public by improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and improving soil
health, wildlife habitat, and conservation energy.
Landowners should make an appointment with Megan Burgess at the NRCS office
by calling, 419-673-7238, ext. 3. General program information is available on
the NRCS Ohio website at www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov.
Eligible producers who sign up for EQIP may receive a payment based on the
statewide average cost for installing planned conservation practices. Socially
disadvantaged, limited resource, and beginning farmers and ranchers are eligible
for a higher payment rate. Veteran farmers who are also new or beginning
farmers receive the higher payment rate.
Applications for EQIP submitted by entities, such as farmers applying as a
corporation, must register with the Central Contractor Registration (CCR), a
process that can take up to 3 weeks. Information about CCR requirements,
including a Data Universal Number System (DUNS) number, is posted on the
NRCS website at www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/farmbill.
Additional EQIP funding will be available in 2016 for other landscape-based
initiatives and priority natural resource issues. NRCS will post announcements of
these future 2016 EQIP application ranking deadline dates on the Ohio NRCS
website at http://www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov.
Agriculture Fun Facts



Today’s American farmer feeds about 155 people worldwide.
That number was 25.8 in 1960.
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Sign Up for Conservation Stewardship
Over 20 million acres of farmland eligible for conservation support !

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced the 2016 sign-up
period for the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), the nation’s largest
working lands conservation program. CSP supports farmers and ranchers as they introduce and expand
conservation on their land in agricultural production. The deadline to complete the initial CSP
application, which asks for basic information regarding land ownership, type of production, and contact
information, is March 31, 2016. While applicants can sign up for CSP anytime throughout the year,
those who miss the March 31 deadline will not be considered until 2017.
This year’s sign-up deadline carries particular significance, as a major program overhaul is scheduled for
2017. In order for producers to enroll in CSP under its existing structure, ranking process, and current
conservation activities, they must apply by the March 31 deadline.
Existing CSP participants with contracts set to expire later this year also have until March 31 to apply to
renew their five-year contracts. All CSP contracts last for five years and are renewable; hence farmers
who signed contracts in 2012 must renew them this year to remain in the program for the next five
years (2017-21).
CSP offers payments to farmers and ranchers for actively managing, maintaining, and expanding
advanced conservation activities; basically it helps address the critical resource concerns in their
watersheds or regions while also profitably producing food, fiber, and energy. It supports a wide variety
of conservation practices including cover crops and crop rotation, managed rotational grazing,
conservation buffer enhancement, and transitioning to organic cropping or grazing systems.
One important change for 2016 will benefit the smaller acreage farms. USDA will now set a $1,500
annual minimum contract payment floor. This represents an increase of $500 over the previous $1,000
annual minimum, which was only available for beginning and socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers, where as the new $1,500 minimum is now available to all farmers. With this change this year,
the new range for CSP payments per farm per year is between $1,500 and $40,000.
The CSP Information Alert and The Farmers’ Guide to the Conservation Stewardship Program are available for free download on
the NSAC website at: http://sustainableagriculture.net/publications.
Top farmers recognized
at Conservation Tillage Conference
Some of the state’s top farmers were
recognized at this year’s Conservation
Tillage and Technology Conference,
March 2-3, 2016.
Jan Layman

The Master Farmer award recognizes
outstanding innovation, farm management, conservation and farm leadership-across the
farmer’s career. Jan Layman, who grain farms near
Kenton, received this prestigious award.
Jan farms about 4,000 acres with his wife, Cindy. He has
practiced continuous no-till since 1989, and currently
grows non-GMO soybeans, for the Japanese market.
He is a leader using GPS technology on his farm,
including variable rate technology, weed control and soil
conservation practices.
Jan’s farm will host the no-till summer tour August 31,
2016.

“Congratulations Jan“

Spring planting is right around the corner.
Producers are reminded of the 4R’s.

 RIGHT SOURCE: Matches fertilizer type to
crop needs.

 RIGHT RATE: Matches amount of fertilizer
to crop needs

 RIGHT TIME: Makes nutrients available
when crops need them.

 RIGHT PLACE: Keeps nutrients where
crops can use them.
Have Pond Questions?

Watch for details on an
upcoming Pond Clinic,
sponsored by
Hardin SWCD and
OSU Extension,
Hardin County
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NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY
A division of Ohio Insurance &
Financial Services, LLC
Gary Nelson, President
Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans
202 E. Franklin Street
Kenton, Ohio 43326

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING

937-354-2851

Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144

419-675-1645

Kenton, Ohio 43326

567-674-5076

Gary & Carol
Oates
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

Kenton, Ohio

419-674-7308

Serving the Hardin County area since 1888!
Visit our website at: www.hslc-kenton.com
116 E. Franklin St., Kenton, Ohio 43326
419-673-1117
Member FDIC

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.
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Conserving Soil, Water, Wildlife, and Money
By Cody Grasser, Wildlife Biologist

Want to reduce nutrient runoff or soil erosion from your crop fields? Do areas
of your farm flood frequently or produce low crop yields? Are you losing
money by farming wet ground that is unproductive in most years? Would you
like to create quality wildlife habitat on your property? If you answered “yes”
to any of these questions, then the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) may
be able to help you.
Hardin County has a number of CRP options available to landowners and farmers, and with the
2014 Farm Bill the soil rental rates are more competitive than ever. One of the most widely used CRP
practices in Hardin County is filter strips. Primarily, filter strips are intended to reduce nutrient runoff
and soil erosion, and therefore improve soil and water quality. Filter strips are often installed in areas of
fields where there are low crop yields, and therefore these areas can have low profits or even a net loss;
so, a secondary benefit of installing filter strips may be a decrease in financial losses due to low crop
yields in that field. Another widely used CRP practice is Pheasant SAFE. Primarily, SAFE is intended to
create quality habitat for native wildlife. SAFE provides landowners with options to establish wildlife
habitat to benefit many different species. A secondary benefit of SAFE is that it can also help improve
soil and water quality. Other CRP practices available in Hardin County include riparian forest buffers,
wetlands, windbreaks, and pollinator habitat.
CRP is a United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) program run by the Farm Service
Agency, and it is implemented in partnership with organizations including the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, and Pheasants Forever. If you are
interested in learning more about CRP options, or discussing what practices are right for you, contact the
Hardin County USDA Service Center at 419-673-7238 or the Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife
Biologist, Cody Grasser at 419-551-3875.

Calendar of Events
2016 Soil and Water
Stewardship Week
April 24-May 1
Theme: “We All Need Trees”

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com

April
April
April
April
April
April

Tree Order Pick-up (TBD)
8
Pond Fish Sale Order Deadline
12
2:00 p.m. Pond Fish Sale Pick-up
21
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
24-May 1 Stewardship Week
27
Area I Envirothon at Black Swamp
in Paulding
May 9
F.A.M.E. (Fun Activity Motivates Everyone)
4:30-6:30 p.m. Kenton Elementary School
May 19
7:30 a.m. Board Meeting
May 30
Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED

419-348-1663

CROOKS & SONS
Cover Crop Application

SPRING 2016
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Farmers Since 1948

Straw Blankets
Waterways

419-294-5240

Tobey Steinman

Drew Kissling

123 West Carrol St., P.O. Box 226
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419-673-3130
Fax: 419-673-0747
www.flrinsurancenter.com

STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing
Most Ohio ponds have a combination of predator
and forage-eating fish species to create a balanced
ecosystem. Largemouth bass are the recommended
predator species and a forage-eating species; for
example, Bluegill or Redear Sunfish should be stocked.
Fingerlings are fish in the small, immature stage, about
one to five inches in length. In a newly constructed
pond, fingerlings are an inexpensive alternative to more
mature fish.
Pond owners interested in stocking only largemouth bass without bluegill can use fathead minnows
as food source for the bass. These minnows should be
stocked at the rate of 500 to 1,000 per surface acre.

Largemouth Bass
Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types of bass,
the largemouth bass is best suited for the temperate waters of
the Midwest. The bass is usually found around structures such
as brush piles and weed beds. It has a widely varied diet that
emphasizes minnows and small fish. Its predatory nature helps
keep other fish from overpopulating. One-year-old bass range
from three to seven inches long.

Channel Catfish
Midwest Game Fish—The channel catfish is most commonly
found around the bottom of a lake or pond. It is a scavenger
and will eat just about anything it can find. Channel catfish do
not generally reproduce in ponds due to the absence of an
adequate spawning structure. A suitable structure can be
added by placing buckets or drain tile on the pond bottom.

Yellow Perch
Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is a cool-water fish.
It should be stocked in lakes in which the water temperature
remains below 75º F year round. Perch feed on zooplankton,
insects, snails, and other small fish. One-year-old fish range in
size from one to four inches.

Fathead Minnow
Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size and abundant
reproduction make it an excellent forage fish. It is very tolerant
of muddy water and a wide range of pH levels. Its rapid rate of
reproduction makes it an excellent choice for stocking where
predatory fish are present. One-year-old fish range in size from
one-half to three inches and seldom exceed three inches at
maturity.

Stocking rates are included on the next page. If your
pond is 1/2 acre or smaller, reduce rates by half to
accommodate the smaller surface area. The white amur is
a vegetation eating fish used for controlling pond weeds.
When moving fish from one water source to another,
the water temperature differences should not exceed five
degrees. If the new water source temperature is greater
than a five degree difference, slowly add pond water to
the fish container so the temperature increases two
degrees per hour. Proper temperatures will help fish
adapt to their new environment.
Orders are due Friday, April 8th and fish can be
picked up Tuesday, April 12th at 2:00 p.m.

Redear Sunfish
Alternative Management Species—The redear sunfish is very
similar to the bluegill. It is found around structures where it
feeds almost exclusively on mollusks. The redear is known to be
fast growing and hard fighting. The redear does not reproduce as
much as the bluegill and is not likely to overpopulate. Spawning
begins in late spring. One-year-old fish may range from one to
four inches.

White Amur
Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The amur is a natural
alternative for aquatic weed control. It is more effective than
chemical control without potential side effects. Special
precautions should be used when stocking amur. Overflow drain
pipes should be screened off and the use of copper based
chemicals should be avoided.

Bluegill
Alternative Management Species—Bluegills are usually the
pond fish most eager to bite and put up a good fight on light
tackle despite their small size. Young bluegills feed on tiny
microscopic plants, called phytoplankton, and zooplankton. The
diet of adults often includes insects, snails, small crayfish, fish
eggs, and very small fish. Bluegills can grow to six inches in two
to four years when plenty of food and space are available.

Hybrid Bluegill
Alternative Management Species—The hybrid bluegill, is a
fish that is stronger and grows faster than the regular bluegill.
As a result of hybridization, 90% of the fish are males, reducing
the chance of an overpopulation problem. This fish has the
habits of the normal bluegill, but is more aggressive and more
readily accepts commercial fish food.
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Annual Spring Fish Sale
Deadline for orders: Friday, April 8th, 2016
Pick up date: Tuesday, April 12th, at 2:00 p.m.
Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office
You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, half full of your pond water,
to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District on

Tuesday, April 12th, at 2:00 p.m.
Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or combination.
Recommended stocking rate of the fingerlings
(one to five inches long) for new ponds (per surface acre) is:

The stocking rate for White Amur is:
Percent of Pond
Covered of Plants

• 100 largemouth bass

Number of White Amur
per surface acre of water

0-20%

0

• 500 bluegill

20-40%

5

• 100 channel catfish

40-60%

10

60%-over

20

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale Order Form

Clip this out as a reminder.

Hardin SWCD

Mail order form with payment by April 8th, to:

Fish Sale Pick Up
April 12th, 2:00 p.m.
12751 SR 309 West, Kenton

For Office Use Only

Hardin SWCD

Date ______________________

12751 St. Rt. 309 W.

Cash/Check ________________

Kenton, OH 43326

Receipt # __________________
By ________________________

Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________

Please bring a 10 or 20
gallon garbage can with a
non-deodorized plastic
liner one-half (1/2) filled
with your pond water.
10 gallons will hold 100
fingerlings; and 2 gallons
are needed for each White
Amur. Oxygen will be
added to the bag for those
traveling long distances.

Phone:_________________________________________________

Species

Size

Quantity

Price

Total

Largemouth Bass

2” – 3”

__________

$0.85

______

Bluegill

2” – 4”

__________

$0.75

______

Hybrid Bluegill

2” – 4”

__________

$0.85

______

Channel Catfish

4” - 5”

__________

$0.75

______

White Amur

8” - 12”

__________

$13.00

______

Yellow Perch

2” – 3”

__________

$0.80

______

Redear Sunfish

2” – 4”

__________

$0.85

______

Fathead Minnows

1” – 2”

__________

$0.07

______

Hardin SWCD
419-673-0456, Ext. 3

Total $

________
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Hardin Soil & Water
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Permit No 334
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All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis
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OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri

Area I Envirothon
The 2016 Area I Envirothon will he held April 27, 2016 at the Black Swamp Nature Center in Paulding,
Ohio. Theme: Invasive Species: A challenge to the Environment, Economy and Society.
In 2015, Hardin SWCD sponsored 7 teams to participate: Hardin Northern-2 teams, Riverdale-2
teams, Ada-1 team, and Upper Scioto Valley-2 teams. Each team consists of up to 5 students from
grades 9-12.
The teams are tested on their knowledge of soils, wildlife, forestry, aquatic ecology, and current
environmental issues. Approximately 50% of the questions are site-specific questions and are different
for each Envirothon held.
Special thanks to the local businesses that helped sponsor the 2015 Area 1 Envirothon:
Community First Bank; Pheasants Forever-Hardin County Chapter; Quest Federal Credit Union;
Rushcreek Sportsmen Club; Legge Excavating, LLC; Robinson Fin Machines, Inc.; and Oates Veterinary
Clinic.

Hardin Northern #1

Hardin Northern #2

Riverdale FFA #1

Riverdale FFA #2

“Unfortunately, a picture was not available of the Ada Team”
Upper Scioto Valley

