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Forestry Field Day

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

Forestry
Field Day

OFFICE HOURS
8:00 TO 4:30 Mon thru Fri

When:

Sunday, October 18, 2015

Time:

1:00-4:00 p.m.

Where:

Dwight and Diana Frater’s Woods
10134 County Road 14, Dunkirk

October 18

Rain Date: Sunday, October 25, 2015

******************************************

Mark Your
Calendar

Please plan to join us for an afternoon of family fun on Sunday, October 18th from
1:00-4:00 p.m. at Dwight and Diana Frater’s woods, located at 10134 County Road

Calendar of Events


Wagon rides

October 12

COLUMBUS DAY– SWCD in; NRCS off

Forestry



Ham & Bean Soup

October 15

7:30 a.m. Board Meeting

Field Day



Hot dogs

October 18

Forestry Field Day 1:00-4:00 p.m.

October 18



Cider

Rain Date
October 25



S'mores

November 19 7:30 a.m. Board Meeting



Forester

November 26 THANKSGIVING-OFFICE CLOSED



Coloring Contest

October 25

Forestry Field Day (RAIN DATE)

November 11 VETERAN’S DAY-OFFICE CLOSED
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There will be horse-drawn wagon rides, a coloring contest with prizes for the
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2015 Jr. Fair
Conservation Contest

December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY-OFFICE CLOSED

14, Dunkirk.

Calendar of Events
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miles north of Dunkirk on St. Rt. 68 to Co. Rd. 14.

Turn left on Co. Rd. 14, go

1.5 miles and the lane to the woods is on the north side of the road.
be posted

Signs will
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2015 Customer Appreciation Day and Annual Meeting
Approximately 100 people attended the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District’s Customer Appreciation
Day/Annual Meeting held on August 20th at the Hardin County Fairgrounds. Attendees enjoyed dinner,
consisting of bratwurst and hot dog sandwiches, potato salad, chips, and cookies, while voting for two of
three Supervisor candidate, to fill two open positions on the Board.

Take the quiz to find
out your Soil Health IQ

The Annual Meeting was held at 6:35 p.m. Chair McBride welcomed everyone and introduced the Board
of Supervisors, District and NRCS staff, and special guests.

True or False

Supervisor Flinn, assisted by Becky Hoffman of Farm Credit Mid-America, presented the 2015 Conservation Partner Award to Max Trachsel.

False. Tillage/plowing actually reduces the capacity of the soil to receive and hold water. By using “no-till”
planters, farmers can insert the seed into the soil by cutting a very narrow slice into the soil-resulting in minimal soil
disturbance.

Fiscal Agent Hastings provided special recognition of several individuals who assisted the District with
various activities throughout the past year and asked them to stand as he called their name.
Jeff Ankney, Area 1 Program Specialist with ODNR, Division of Soil & Water, conducted the election of two
Supervisors from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Arden Good, Gary Flinn, and Dylan Shepherd were the candidates for
two Board positions with three year terms to begin January 1, 2016. Incumbents Arden Good and Gary
Flinn were elected. Thank you to Dylan Shepherd for his desire to be on the Board of Supervisors.

1. Regular tillage/plowing helps keep open pores at the soil’s surface and increases water filtration into the soil.

2. Microorganisms in the soil generally harm plants.
False. Most microorganisms decompose residues, and are able to build soil aggregates. They also make key
nutrients available to plants, such as nitrogen, phosphorous, and potassium through nutrient cycling that is the result
of a soil food web involving such things as bacteria, fungi, protozoa, and nematodes.
3. In a teaspoon or two of healthy soil there can be more living organisms than there are people on the globe.
True. Those living organisms play a critical role in decomposing crop residue into soil organic matter that
enhances nutrient cycling and a soil’s available water holding capacity.
4. Half of a healthy soil’s composition should be pore space that contains air, water, and microorganisms.

SWCD ELECTED SUPERVISORS
Gary Flinn, Arden Good

Customer Appreciation Attendees

2015 Conservation Partner
Marilyn & Max Trachsel

Field Day Event September 18, 2015
The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), John Deere, and OSU Extension teamed for an “Agricultural Conservation,
Protecting Water: Keeping Soil and Nutrients in the Field” event held on Friday, September 18, 2015.
Registration was from 8:00-8:30 a.m. at Jerry McBride’s farm located at 11312 CR 60, Dola.

True. An ideal soil composition by volume should be about 50% solids (45% mineral and 5% organic matter,
though this depends on climate and texture), and approximately 50% pore space (in ideal weather approximately 25%
air to breathe and 25% water).
5. Organic matter buffers the soil against big changes in moisture and temperature.
True. It provides insulation from variations in temperatures and it provides greater water holding capacity.
Increasing the soil organic matter by 1% can add approximately 1” of water to the soil profile.
6. Healthy soil should be allowed to rest from time to time-that is to lie bare without growing plants.
False. Having plants growing all the time allows more solar energy to be converted into carbon to feed soil
microbial populations and improve soil health.
7. Fungi are not needed for healthy plant growth.

Wagons departed at 8:40 a.m. to travel to concurrent sessions at various locations and covered topics
such as Nutrient Management presented by Glen Arnold, OSUE; Soil Health, Soil Pit and Smoking Tile
Demo presented by Frank Gibbs, Wetland and Soil Consultation Services, LLC (WSCS); Update on Senate
Bill 1 and Senate Bill 150 Legislation presented by Sam Custer, OSUE; Drainage Water Management
presented by Nathan Utt, Ecosystem Services Exchange; Two-Stage Ditches presented by Jon Witter, OSUATI and Lauren Lindemann, TNC; Tile Research and Phosphorous presented by Kevin King, USDA-ARS; and
Cover Crop Plots presented by Jamie Scott, Farmer/Owner of Scott’s Cover Crop Seeds. This field event
also provided an equipment demonstration of John Deere 2510H with Montag Cart incorporating fertilizers.

False. Arbuscular mycorrhizal fungi grow into the inside of plant roots to tap into the sugars and carbohydrates
transported from the plant leaves. The fungal hyphae (filaments) that grow out from the roots bring water and soil
nutrients back to the plant and can even help protect roots from pathogens.

Approximately 125 attended.

False. Tillage damages earthworms directly, and also damages the habitat earthworms need to survive. Tillage
brings earthworms to the surface where they are subject to predators such as birds. Earthworm populations in longterm no-tilled fields are typically at least twice those of clean-tilled fields.

8. Each 1% increase in soil organic matter could increase soil water holding capacity by 20,000-25,000 gallons per
acre.
True. Since only a portion of the total water in a soil is “available”, the increase in the soil’s water holding
capacity is even greater than that.
9. Earthworms are more abundant in tilled or plowed soil.

10. Leonardo da Vinci wrote, “We know more about the movement of celestial bodies than about the soil underfoot.”
True. The more we discover, the more we realize how much more there is to still learn about the amazing
universe beneath our feet.
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Harvest Awareness for Motorists!
 Slow down as soon as you spot a piece of farm equipment. If you see something ahead that is
neither a car nor a truck, slow down—at least until you have identified the object.
 Watch for hand signs. Just because a tractor veers right does not mean the operator is
pulling over for you to pass. The sheer size of farm equipment often dictates the necessity of wide
turns—hence the veer right. If a tractor operator is signaling you to wait, trust him. He has a much higher
vantage point than you!


Be aware of the triangular Slow-Moving-Vehicle (SMV) sign. Only use SMV signs on slow moving vehicles,
not to mark driveways or for other non-vehicular uses. Not only are these actions illegal in many areas, they devalue
the purpose of SMV signs, putting producers at risk when moving equipment.



Watch for flashing amber lights. This type of light often marks the far right and left of farm equipment. Also
watch for reflective tape marking extremities and sides of equipment.



Do not speed past farm machinery. Even when you may pass safely and legally, the turbulence created by
your vehicle may cause the machinery to sway and become unstable.




Do not pull out in front of a slow moving vehicle and then slow suddenly. A tractor pulling a grain cart does
not have the maneuverability of a car. Make sure you have ample space to pass.
Do not expect equipment to run partly on the road shoulders. Driving with one set of wheels on the payment
and one set on loose-surfaced shoulders increases the risk of overturn or other accident.

NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY
A division of Ohio Insurance &
Financial Services, LLC
Gary Nelson, President
Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans
202 E. Franklin Street
Kenton, Ohio 43326

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144

419-675-1645

Kenton, Ohio 43326

567-674-5076

Brad Wingfield

Rebecca Browning

Bob Wingfield

937-935-4512

Tip: When you meet a piece of equipment on the road, try to find a safe spot to pull over to allow safe and easy
passage of the implements. ‘It’s someone’s life. It’s someone’s livelihood. It could be the food for your next meal.’

937-935-4510

Gary & Carol
Oates

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC

456 E. Franklin St.
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Fax: 419-673-6155

Driving Safety Tips for Farmers

Office: 800-276-0101
Office: 419-675-0008

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

Kenton, Ohio

419-674-7308

Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com

www.wingfieldcrop.com

 Make sure all safety lights are clean and working. Replace any worn
SMV emblems. Add reflective tape to your equipment: yellow on the sides,
orange or red on the rear.


Try not to group pieces of equipment together when traveling on high-traffic roadways.
Motorists need time to pass and return to their lane. Space equipment to allow motorists to pass one
unit at a time.



Provide a follow car with hazard lights flashing. People respond better to this type of escort.



Limit movements of equipment during evening or peak traffic hours.



Keep lights on and flashing, even in the daytime.
Serving the Area for 110 Years!

Fun Fact for the Coffee Shop ….

Serving the Hardin County area since 1888!

www.com1stbank.com

Visit our website at: www.hslc-kenton.com
116 E. Franklin St., Kenton, Ohio 43326
419-673-1117
Member FDIC

Contrary to what you may think (and what your food labels may suggest), corn
is not the most grown crop in America …. it is your lawn. According to Ria Misra, a
Washington-based science writer, the U.S. devotes one-fifth of its land to agriculture (408
million acres, or 637,500 square miles) for farmers to grow crops on, of which corn is the
largest food crop. However, there are almost 50,000 square miles of lawn growing in the U.S.—almost
three times as much as corn.

Support our advertisers!

(Pages 3, 4, 5)

They make this newsletter possible.
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SWCD Serving Hardin County
Farmers Since 1948

2015 Conservation Contest
The Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual Conservation Contest for Junior Fair Exhibitors
with Natural Resource projects was held on Saturday, September 12th at the Hardin County Fairgrounds
Community Building. Projects presented were: Why Trees Matter, Fishing for the Beginner and Archery.
Registration began at 10:00 a.m. and contest judging started at 10:30 a.m.
Contest participants gave a 4-5 minute oral presentation about their conservation project, telling about
collecting information for the project, constructing the project, completing the project and knowledge
gained. Participants were judged on project knowledge, project completion, organization and neatness,
and quality of presentation.
There were three classes for entries:

Straw Blankets
Waterways

Archery

Class I: Beginners-Age 8-10
Class II: Intermediate-Age 11-13
Class III: Advanced-Age 14-19
Why Trees Matter

At least the top three participants in each class each received monetary awards provided by the following
sponsors: *Ag Credit, *Liberty National Bank, *Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District,
*Oates Veterinary Clinic, *Community First Bank-Forest, *Rush Creek Sportsmen Club,
*Hardin County Pheasants Forever, Inc., *Quest Federal Credit Union,
*McGuffey Conservation Club, *Hardin County Coon Hunters Club.

Tobey Steinman

Drew Kissling

123 West Carrol St., P.O. Box 226
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419-673-3130
Fax: 419-673-0747
www.flrinsurancenter.com

Judges were Ann Daughtery, Max Trachsel, and Norma Umberger.

STRAW BLANKETS

Special Thanks To Our Sponsors And Judges
Judges

Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243

Ryan Shanks
ryan@buckeyesoilsolutions.com
419-348-1663

Cover Crop Application

CROOKS & SONS

