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Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District Planning Meeting 

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors held their annual Planning 

Meeting at Henry’s Restaurant on February 18th with nineteen attendees.  The Board holds this meeting 

to learn about and acknowledge any concerns or suggestions from members of the community. 

Mark Lowery, District Technician, and Howard Lyle, Nutrient Management Specialist, presented a 

power point presentation displaying the District’s established Objectives and Mission Statements for 

2014 with pictures to show conservation practices and activities accomplished in 2013.  The attendees 

were invited to ask questions and provide suggestions about the District’s function. 

 

Calendar of Events 

April-Tree Order Pickup 

April 4-Pond Fish Order Deadline 

April 10-Fish Order Pickup at 2:30 p.m. 

April 17-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

April 23-Envirothon-Defiance County 

April 27-May 4-Stewardship Week 

May 15-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

May 26-Memorial Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

June 11-4 to 7 p.m. F.A.M.E.  (Fun Activity Motivates       

Everyone) at the Hardin County Fairgrounds 

June 19-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

July 4-Independence Day-OFFICE CLOSED 

July 17-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

July 20-22-Summer Supervisor School in Cleveland 
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HARDIN SOIL AND WATER PROMOTES SOIL AND WATER STEWARDSHIP WEEK 

As a part of Hardin County for over 65 years, the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District would like to remind 

you that each of us has a connection to natural resources.  The National Association of Conservation Districts 

(NACD) is celebrating the 59th year of Stewardship Week April 27-May 4, 2014.  The 2014 Stewardship Week is 

themed, “Dig Deeper-Mysteries in the Soil”.  The Stewardship concept involves personal and social responsibility, 

including a duty to learn about and improve natural resources as we use them wisely, leaving a rich legacy for   

future generations.  Stewardship Week helps to remind us all of the power each person has to conserve natural 

resources and improve the world. 

Soil is an amazing substance. A complex mix of minerals, air, and water, soil also teems with countless micro-

organisms, and the decaying remains of once-living things. Soil is made of life and soil makes life. 
 

   To the farmer, soil is where crops grow. 

   To the engineer, soil is a foundation upon which to build. 

   To the ecologist, soil supports communities of living things. 

   To the archaeologist, soil holds clues to past cultures. 

   To the city dweller, soil nurtures grass and gardens.                                                                      

   To the soil scientist, soil is all of these things.  

Soil has been called "the skin of the earth" because it is the thin outermost layer of the Earth's crust. 

Like our own skin, we can't live without soil. 

                                                                                 Source: Soil Science Society of America 

Think Spring! 
Tribute to Tom Sprang 

The Hardin SWCD was honored and grateful 

for the years of service Tom provided to the 

Hardin SWCD Board of Supervisors     

(Jan.1, 2012 to March 11, 2014).  He 

served as Vice-Chairman and was very  

dedicated to his responsibilities.  He was 

always willing to attend various meetings 

and assist with events.  During his elected 

time period, he also served as the District’s 

Representative on the Indian Lake Watershed Board and the 

Miami River Watershed Board. 

Tom implemented multiple conservation practices on his farm 

and was an avid promoter of conservation in the state. 

He will be missed! 



PAGE 3 

NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY 

A division of Ohio Insurance &  

Financial Services, LLC 

Gary Nelson, President 

Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans 

202 E. Franklin Street 

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legge 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

www.com1stbank.com 

Brad Winfield   Rebecca Browning   Bob Winfield  

  937-935-4512              937-935-4510  

 

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC  

456 E. Franklin St. 

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

        Fax: 419-673-6155 

Office: 800-276-0101    Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com           

Office: 419-675-0008              www.wingfieldcrop.com 

   Gary & Carol 

Oates 

Kenton, Ohio 
Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Ranae Sherman              Josh McBride 

SPRING 2014 
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STRAW BLANKETS 

Daft Erosion Control, LLC 

 

ADA OHIO 

 

865-684-9455  or 419-722-7243 

Support our affiliate members! 
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing 
Most Ohio ponds have a combination of predator and forage-eating 

fish species to create a balanced ecosystem. Largemouth bass are the  

recommended predator species and a forage-eating species; for exam-

ple, Bluegill or   Redear Sunfish should be stocked. Fingerlings are 

fish in the small, immature stage, about one to five inches in length.  In 

a newly constructed pond, fingerlings are an inexpensive alternative to 

more mature fish.   

Pond owners interested in stocking only largemouth bass without 

bluegill can use fathead minnows as food source for the bass. These 

minnows should be stocked at the rate of 500 to 1,000 per surface acre. 

 

Stocking rates are included on the next page.  If your pond is 1/2 

acre or smaller, reduce rates by half to accommodate the smaller surface 

area. The white amur is a vegetation eating fish used for controlling pond 

weeds. 

When moving fish from one water source to another, the water tem-

perature differences should not exceed five degrees. If the new water 

source temperature is greater than a five degree difference, slowly add 

pond water to the fish container so the temperature increases two degrees 

per hour. Proper temperatures will help fish adapt to their new environ-

ment. 

Orders are due April 4th and fish can be picked up 

April 10th at  2:30 p.m. 

 

Largemouth Bass 

Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types 

of bass, the largemouth bass is best suited for the 

temperate waters of the Midwest. The bass is usually 

found around structures such as brush piles and weed 

beds. It has a widely varied diet that emphasizes   

minnows and small fish. Its predatory nature helps 

keep other fish from overpopulating. One-year-old 

bass range from three to seven inches long. 

 

Channel Catfish 

Midwest Game Fish—The channel catfish is most 

commonly found around the bottom of a lake or pond. 

It is a scavenger and will eat just about anything it can 

find. Channel catfish do not generally reproduce in 

ponds due to the absence of an adequate spawning 

structure. A suitable structure can be added by placing 

buckets or drain tile on the pond bottom. 

 

Fathead Minnow                       

Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size and 

abundant reproduction make it an excellent forage 

fish. It is very tolerant of muddy water and a wide 

range of pH levels. Its rapid rate of reproduction 

makes it an excellent choice for stocking where    

predatory fish are present. One-year-old fish range in 

size from one-half to three inches and seldom exceed 

three inches at  maturity. 

Redear Sunfish 
     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Alternative Management Species—The redear sunfish is very 

similar to the bluegill. It is found around structures where it feeds 

almost     exclusively on mollusks. The redear is known to be fast 

growing and hard fighting. The redear does not reproduce as much 

as the bluegill and is not likely to overpopulate. Spawning begins in 

late spring. One-year-old fish may range from one to four inches. 

White Amur 

 

Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The amur is a natural   

alternative for aquatic weed control. It is more effective than 

chemical control without potential side effects. Special           

precautions should be used when stocking amur. Overflow drain 

pipes should be screened off and the use of copper based   

chemicals should be avoided. 

   

 Yellow Perch 

Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is a cool-water fish. It 

should be stocked in lakes in which the water temperature re-

mains below 75º F year round. Perch feed on zooplankton, in-

sects, snails, and other small fish. One-year-old fish range in 

size from one to four inches. 

Bluegill 

                                                                                                                                                                         

Alternative Management Species - Bluegills are usually the 

pond fish most eager to bite and put up a good fight on light 

tackle  despite their small size. Young bluegills feed on tiny mi-

croscopic plants, called phytoplankton, and zooplankton. The 

diet of adults often includes insects, snails, small crayfish, fish 

eggs, and very small fishes.  Bluegills can grow to six inches in 

two to four years when plenty of food and space are available. 
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  Annual Spring Fish Sale 

Deadline for orders: April 4th, 2014 

Pick up date: April 10th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office 

You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, half full of your pond water, 

to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District on 

April 10th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or combination.                        The stocking rate for White Amur is: 

Recommended stocking rate of the fingerlings                                  Percent of Pond           Number of White Amur                                                                                   

(one to five inches long) for new ponds (per surface acre) is:           Covered of Plants          per surface acre of water                        

 • 100 largemouth bass                        0-20%                                0 

 • 500 bluegill                                                                          20-40%                                5  

 • 100 channel catfish                                                               40-60%                              10 

                                                                                               60%-over                           20 

Clip this out as a reminder. 

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale  

12751 SR 309 West, Kenton 

April 10th, 2:30 p.m. 

Please bring a 10 or 20 

gallon garbage can with a 

non-deodorized plastic  

liner one-half (1/2) filled 

with your pond water. 

10 gallons will hold 100 

fingerlings; and 2 gallons 

are needed for each White 

Amur. Oxygen will be   

added to the bag for those 

traveling long distances. 

 

Hardin SWCD 

419-673-0456, Ext. 3 

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale Order Form 

Mail order form with payment by April 4th, to: 

 

Hardin SWCD 

12751 St. Rt. 309 W.             

Kenton, OH  43326 

Name:__________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________        

_______________________________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________________________ 

   Species                             Size     Quantity        Price            Total  

 

 Largemouth Bass 2” – 3”           __________        $0.85         ________ 

  Bluegill 2” – 4”     __________        $0.75         ________                                               
  

  Channel Catfish                4” - 5”           __________         $0.75          _______ 

  White Amur                     8” - 12”         __________        $13.00          _______                    
  

  Yellow Perch                    2” – 3”          __________          $0.80          _______                      
  

  Redear Sunfish                2” – 4”    __________         $0.85           _______                         
  

  Fathead Minnows             1” – 2”          __________         $0.07            _______ 

                          Total  $     _________ 

For Office Use Only 

Date  ______________________ 

Cash/Check  ________________ 

Receipt #  __________________ 

By ________________________ 



Hardin Soil & Water 
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Hardin County Welcomes Pheasants Forever  

Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist 

Hardin County would like to welcome Cody Grasser of Saint Peters, 

Missouri.  He is a Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife Biologist    

serving Hardin County.  Cody earned a Biology Degree from Dennison       

University, Granville, Ohio.  Cody has worked on wildlife research  

projects with the Missouri Conservation Department, the Ohio       

Division of Wildlife, and The Ohio State University.  Some populations 

that he has worked with include salamanders, bats, lizards, Bobwhite 

Quail, and grassland song birds.  Cody hopes to work with Hardin 

County landowners to establish and/or manage habitat for the benefit 

of  wildlife and other natural resources.  Please contact Cody if you 

have any questions about wildlife and what you can do to preserve 

natural resources on your property: cgrasser@pheasantsforever.org 

or call 419-551-3875 

POND FISH SALE 

 DEADLINE FOR ORDERS 

APRIL 4, 2014 


