
MCBRIDE RECEIVES RECOGNITION 
 

During the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts’ (OFSWCD) 70th annual 

conference, ―70 Years of Conservation:  Events that Shaped Our Lives,‖ Jerry McBride, Hardin 

SWCD Board Supervisor, was recognized by OFSWCD Past President Kent Stuckey with the 

2012 President’s Award and by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as 

an Olin Sims Leadership Award Nominee.  

  

McBride was elected to the Hardin County SWCD Board of Supervisors in 1993 and currently 
holds the position of Chairman and Area I Treasurer/Secretary.  He has served as a District 
Director for his area and represented Hardin County in Washington D.C.  He has devoted many 
hours promoting conservation programs through Hardin SWCD activities and meetings.  In 

addition, he has developed conservation practices 
on his own land.  Jerry has a full time farming opera-
tion on 1,500 acres, is a building contractor, and 

owns a remodeling business.  He also does excavation, tile installation, and takes 
aerial field photographs.  In addition, he has installed approximately 15 water and 
sediment control basins and was one of the first farmers in Hardin County to try this 
type of practice.   Other practices on the farm include two water control structures, 
grassed waterways, cover crops, no-till, and secondary containment.  He uses 
these practices to educate conservation leaders  and communicates with local 
property owners the importance of improved water quality efforts. 

 

McBride was presented the President’s Award ―for outstanding service to Ohio’s 

conservation districts and for leading water quality efforts.‖    OFSWCD Past Presi-

dent Kent Stuckey noted, ―(Jerry) You truly have a heart for conservation steward-

ship – and because of your drive to do the right thing, our natural resources have 

benefitted tremendously.  It is with great honor that we recognize you with this 

award!‖   NRCS State Conservationist Terry Cosby noted, ―while Jerry didn’t win 

the Olin Sims award on the national level – he did win in the state of Ohio for his 

outstanding commitment of conservation.‖  

                 

 This year’s OFSWCD Awards Luncheon, also sponsored by Farm Credit of Mid- 

   America, recognized a number of individuals for outstanding conservation efforts 

for 2012, including teachers, supervisors, SWCD staff, and landowners.  The 

event’s attendance included over 400 conservation leaders representing the local, 

state and federal government, farmers, business owners and many more.  The 

Annual Meeting is conducted yearly in downtown Columbus and is focused on con-

servation training, development, education and outreach.     

McBride Receives Recognition 1 

Soil Stewardship Week 

Planning Meeting 

2 

Advertisers 3 

Hardin SWCD Seeks Supervisor Candidates 

Special Thanks to Our Commissioners 

4 

Area 1 Envirothon      

Tips 4 Backyard Conservation 

5 

Fish Sale Information 6-8 

Inside this issue: 

Calendar of Events 
 

March 21-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

April 4-Tree Oder Pickup 

April 5-Pond Fish Order Deadline 

April 11-2:30 p.m. Pond Fish Sale Order Pickup  

April 18-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

April 24-Envirothon-County H.S. Teams compete 

May 16-7:30 a.m. Board Meeting 

May 27-Memorial Day  OFFICE CLOSED 

Winter 2013 Hardin Soil and Water  
Conservation District 

Spring 2013 

Pond Fish Sale 

Information  

Inside 



PAGE 2 SPR IN G  2013  

Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District 

Planning Meeting 
 

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District’s Board of 
Supervisors held its annual Planning Meeting at Henry’s 
restaurant on Thursday, February 21st with twenty-three 
attendees.  The Board holds this meeting to learn and ac-
knowledge any concerns or suggestions from members of 
the community. 
 

A power point presentation by Mark Lowery and Howard 
Lyle displayed the 
District’s estab-
lished Objectives 
and Mission State-
ments for 2013 with 
pictures to show 
activities and con-
servation practices 
which were accom-
plished In 2012.  
The attendees 
were invited to pro-
vide input, suggestions or concerns about the District’s 
function in the county.   

 

HARDIN SOIL AND WATER PROMOTES SOIL AND 

WATER STEWARDSHIP WEEK 

 As a part of Hardin County for 65 years the Hardin Soil and 
Water Conservation District wants to remind you that each of 
us has a connection to natural resources. The National Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts (NACD) is celebrating the 58th 
year of Stewardship week April 28 – May 5, 2013. The 2013 
Stewardship Week is themed, ―Where does your water shed?‖   

Clean water is important to everyone, says National 
Association of Conservation Districts President Earl Garber.‖ 
―Watersheds come in all shapes and sizes. They cross county, 
state and national boundaries. Every inch of the land on planet 
Earth is part of a watershed.  In the continental U.S., there are 
2,100 watersheds; if we include Hawaii, Alaska and Puerto 
Rico, the count rises to 2,267. No matter where you are right 
now, you are in a watershed.‖ 

Less than 1-percent of all of the water on our planet is 
fresh water.  The average citizen in the United States uses 70 
gallons of water every day; and this does not include the water 
it takes to manufacture the automobiles, clothing, and food we 
depend on each and every day. Take time to learn about your 
local community water supply sources, and volunteer for river, 
stream or beach clean-up days.  You can make a difference. 
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NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY 

A division of Ohio Insurance &  

Financial Services, LLC 

Gary Nelson, President 

Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans 

202 E. Franklin Street 

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

419-673-8256 

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC 

PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING 

BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS 

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING 

Jim Legged 

21199 County Road 144            419-675-1645 

Kenton, Ohio 43326             567-674-5076 

www.com1stbank.com 

Brad Winfield   Rebecca Browning   Bob Winfield  

  937-935-4512              937-935-4510  

 

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC  

456 E. Franklin St. 

Kenton, Ohio 43326 

        Fax: 419-673-6155 

Office: 800-276-0101    Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com           

Office: 419-675-0008              www.wingfieldcrop.com 

   Gary & Carol 

Oates 

Kenton, Ohio Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction 

Ranae Sherman              Josh McBride 
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        Harry Landsberg                           Craig Eibling 
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POWELL SEEDS - Adam, Ohio 
LOCAL PEOPLE, LOCAL GENETICS 

 

Proven & dependable genetics and new gene             
technologies for HARDIN CO. 

An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family business 

FULL SERVICE seed company 
 -corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage 

 

Office -419-634-0763 or Ted’s cell 419-235-2152 
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HARDIN SWCD SEEKS SUPERVISOR CANDIDATES 
 

The Ohio Soil and Water Commission will cause an election of one Supervisor of 
the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District, in accordance with Chapter 1515 
of the Ohio Revised Code. Are you interested in being a Hardin SWCD Supervi-
sor? There are two ways you can get your name on the ballot. Any resident 18 
years of age or older who resides within the county of the election can seek elec-
tion to the SWCD Board of Supervisors. 

 

1. Candidates can be nominated by the SWCD nominating committee. This com-
mittee works throughout the year looking for candidates who are interested in the 
conservation and protection of natural resources within the county. 

 

2. Interested individuals may also stop at the SWCD office at 12751 St. Rt. 309 
West, Kenton, Ohio, and pick up a nomination petition form. Potential candidates 
need to secure at least 10 signatures from residents and/or landowners from the 
county and submit the petition at the District office.  

 

If you have any questions about becoming a Supervisor candidate or the election, 
please feel free to contact the District office at 419-673-0456, Ext. 3. 
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tion. The high school teams will be 
tested on their knowledge of soils, 
wildlife, forestry, aquatic ecology 
and current environmental issues. 
For more information regarding 
the Envirothon you can visit the 
Area I Envirothon web site at 
www.area1envirothon.org. 

The Area I Envirothon will be held 
April 24, 2013 at Ottawa Wildlife 
Refuge in Oak Harbor. This is the 
25th anniversary for the Envi-
rothon.   
 

Students in grades 9-12 partici-
pate in the Envirothon competi-

Area I Envirothon 
 

STRAW BLANKETS 

 

Daft Erosion Control, LLC 
 

ADA OHIO 
 

865-684-9455  or 419-722-7243 

Garlic-Mustard, Not a Deli Condiment 

 

April will soon be here, bringing the colors and fragrance of spring flowers, but also the unwelcome 

annual bloom of garlic mustard.  While its name may sound like a spicy condiment, garlic mustard is 

actually one of Ohio's worst invasive weeds.  

 

Native to Europe and Asia, garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) was introduced into New York in the 

1860s and spread rapidly.  It is now abundant in the northeastern and central U.S., including Ohio.  It 

tends to move in initially along rivers, roads and trails and then spread out from there.  The seeds 
may be carried in bits of mud on people's shoes, as well as by floodwaters and roadway mowing 

equipment. 

 

Garlic mustard grows in a wide range of habitats but especially thrives in moist, shady woodlands, 
where it crowds out native wildflowers.  Producing up to 800 seeds per plant, yielding as many as 

1800 seedlings per square foot of ground, it quickly forms dense patches.  Once it arrives, a diverse 
forest understory can quickly become a solid stand of garlic mustard.  It has few natural enemies in 

North America; even the deer won't eat it.   Garlic mustard also contains chemicals that suppress the 
fungal partners (called mycorrhizae) that most plants—but not garlic mustard—depend on to help 

them absorb water and minerals from the soil.  These chemicals even suppress everyone’s favorite spring mushroom, Morels. 

 

Garlic mustard is a biennial.  It spends its first year as a low-growing rosette of yellowish-green, wrinkly-veiny leaves.  The follow-
ing spring, the stems rapidly lengthen and produce clusters of small, white, cross-shaped flowers.  The flower clusters are initially 

flat-topped but become elongate as the shoot continues to grow.  The flowers develop into narrowly cylindrical green fruits, which 
eventually turn brown and release their seeds, after which the plant dies.  Garlic mustard is easily distinguished by its kidney-

shaped to triangular, prominently veiny leaves with a garlicky odor when crushed.  

 

It is important to watch for garlic mustard and remove it as soon as it colonizes a site.  Small patches can easily be pulled up by 
hand, and a weed-whip is helpful with larger infestations.  However, this treatment must be repeated annually because the seeds 

may remain viable in the soil for five to ten years.  Plants should ideally be pulled up or cut at ground level before or shortly after 
they start flowering.  If the fruits have already started to form, then either the pulled plants should be bagged and removed or the 

fruits should be removed from each plant as it is pulled up.  Fruits that are left attached to the plant sometimes continue develop-
ment and release seeds even though the root is no longer in the ground.  Larger populations may require the assistance of 

chemical herbicides. 

 

More information about the control of garlic mustard and other species can be found at www.appalachianohioweeds.org.  Addi-

tional questions can be answered by contacting Eric Boyda at appalachianohioweeds@gmail.com or 740-534-6578. Photo 

Credit: Chris Evans.   

We  would  like  t o  publicly  thank  our  County  Commissioners.   Thank  you, 

Commissioners Brice Beaman, Edward Elliott and Randall Rogers for your 

continued support and dedication to our local 

conservation efforts. Their ongoing financial 

support enables the of- fice to provide conser-

vation information, tech- nical assistance and 

general  information  to all   Hardin  County  

residents.  

Special Thanks to Our Commissioners 

 



  Annual Spring Fish Sale 
Deadline for orders: April 5, 2013 

Pick up date: April 11th, at 2:30 p.m. 

Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District Office 
You will need to bring a trash container with a non deodorized plastic liner, half full of your pond water, 

to pick up the fish at the Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District office on April 11th. 

Fish can be purchased in any quantity and/or 

combination. Recommended stocking rate of the 

fingerlings (one to five inches long) for new ponds 

(per surface acre) is:  
 

 • 100 largemouth bass  

 • 500 bluegill  

The stocking rate for White Amur is: 

 Percent of Pond Number of White Amur 

 Covered by Plants per surface acre of water 

 0 – 20% 0 

 20 – 40% 5 

Hardin SWCD Pond Fish Sale Order Form 
 

Mail order form with payment by April 5th, to: 

 Hardin SWCD 

           12751 St. Rt. 309 W. 

           Kenton, OH  43326 

            419-673-0456 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:________________________________________________ 

 

Species Size Quantity Price Total  

 

 Largemouth Bass 2” – 4”            __________   $0.85 _______ 

 

 Bluegill 2” – 4” __________   $0.70 _______   

 Channel Catfish  4” – 5” __________                    $0.75        _______        

 White Amur    8” – 12” __________                  $12.00        _______ 

 Yellow Perch          Size for this Year Only 4” - 5” __________                    $1.60       _______ 

 Redear Sunfish  2” – 4” __________                     $0.85        _______          

 Fathead Minnows                                  1” – 3”                   __________                     $0.07        _______ 

 

 

Clip this out as a reminder. 

Hardin SWCD Fish Sale  

12751 SR 309 West, Kenton 

April 11th, 2:30 p.m. 

 

Please bring a 10 or 20 gal-

lon garbage can with a non-

deodorized plastic liner 

one-half (1/2) filled with 

your pond water. 
 

10 gallons will hold 100 

fingerlings; and 2 gallons 

are needed for each White 

Amur. Oxygen will be added 

to the bag for those travel-

ing long  distances. 
Hardin SWCD 

419-673-0456, Ext. 3 

OFFICE USE ONLY 

 Date    

 Receipt No.   

 Amt. Paid   
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Time to Stock Your Pond for Summer Fishing 
Most Ohio ponds have a combination of predator 

and forage-eating fish species to create a balanced 

ecosystem. Largemouth Bass are the  recommended 

predator species. Forage-eating species (e.g. Bluegill 

or  Redear Sunfish) should be stocked. Fingerlings are 

fish in the small, immature stage, about one to five 

inches in length.  In a newly constructed pond, finger-

lings are an inexpensive alternative to more mature 

fish. 

Pond owners interested in stocking only Large-

mouth Bass without Bluegill can use Fathead Min-

nows as food source for the Bass. These minnows 

should be stocked at the rate of 500 to 1,000 per 

surface acre. 

Stocking rates are included on the previous page.  If 

your pond is 1/2 acre or smaller, reduce rates by half to 

accommodate the smaller surface area. The White Amur 

is a vegetation eating fish used for controlling pond 

weeds. 

When moving fish from one water source to another, 

the water temperature differences should not exceed 

five degrees. If the new water source temperature is 

greater than a five degree difference, slowly add pond 

water to the fish container so the temperature increases 

two degrees per hour. Proper temperatures will help fish 

adapt to their new environment. 

Orders are due April 5th and fish can be  

picked up April 11th at  2:30 p.m. 

 

Largemouth Bass 

 

Midwest Game Fish—Although there are many types of bass, the large-

mouth bass is best suited for the temperate waters of the Midwest. The 

bass is usually found around structures such as brush piles and weed 

beds. It has a widely varied diet that emphasizes minnows and small 

fish. Its predatory nature helps keep other fish from overpopulating. 

One-year-old bass range from three to seven inches long. 

 

 

Channel Catfish 

 

Midwest Game Fish—The channel cat-

fish is most commonly found around the 

bottom of a lake or pond. It is a scavenger and will eat just about any-

thing it can find. Channel catfish do not generally reproduce in ponds 

due to the absence of an adequate spawning structure. A suitable 

structure can be added by placing buckets or drain tile on the pond 

bottom. 

 

   

 Fathead Minnow 
Forage Fish—The fathead minnow’s small size 

and abundant reproduction make it an excellent 

forage fish. It is very tolerant of muddy water and 

a wide range of pH levels. Its rapid rate of reproduction makes it an 

excellent choice for stocking where predatory fish are present. One-

year-old fish range in size from one-half to three inches and seldom 

exceed three inches at maturity. 

Redear Sunfish 
 

Alternative Management Species—The redear 

sunfish is very similar to the bluegill. It is found 

around structures where it feeds almost exclusively on mollusks. The 

redear is known to be fast growing and hard fighting. The redear does not 

reproduce as much as the bluegill and is not likely to overpopulate. 

Spawning begins in late spring. One-year-old fish may range from one to 

four inches. 

 

White Amur 

 

Biological Aquatic Weed Control—The Amur 

is a natural alternative for aquatic weed 

control. It is more effective than chemical 

control without potential side effects. Special precautions should be used 

when stocking Amur. Overflow drain pipes should be screened off and the 

use of copper based chemicals should be avoided. 

 

Yellow Perch 

 

Midwest Game Fish—The yellow perch is 

a cool-water fish. It should be stocked in 

lakes in which the water temperature 

remains below 75º F year round. Perch 

feed on zooplankton, insects, snails, and other small fish. One-year-old 

fish range in size from one to four inches. 

 

  Bluegill 
 

Alternative Management Species -     Bluegills 

are usually the pond fish most eager to bite and 

put up a good fight on light tackle  despite their 

small size. Young bluegills feed on tiny micro-

scopic plants, called phytoplankton, and zoo-

plankton. The diet of adults often includes insects, snails, small crayfish, 

fish eggs, and very small fishes.  Bluegills can grow to six inches in two to 

four years when plenty of food and space are available. 
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Hardin Soil & Water 

Conservation District 

12751 St. Rt. 309 West 

Kenton, OH 43326 

All District programs are offered on a nondiscrimina-

tory basis without regard to race, color, national 

origin, religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap. 

NonProfit Standard Mail 

US Postage Paid 

Kenton OH 43326 

Permit No 334 

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/ 

OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

SWCD Supervisors 

Jerry McBride-Chairman 

Tom Sprang-Vice Chairman 

Tom Brien-Fiscal Agent 

Arden Good-Member 

Tony Hastings-Member 

SWCD Staff 

Kathy Bash-Office Manager 

Mark Lowery-District Technician 

Howard Lyle-Nutrient  Management Specialist 

Vickie Wies-Administrative Assistant 

NRCS Staff 

Megan Burgess-District Conservationist 

Mike Elwood-Soil Conservation Technician 

Drew Humphreys-Soil Conservationist 

ODNR Staff 

Mark Seger—Conservation Engineer 

Pheasants Forever 

Clint Geldine—Farm Bill Biologist 

 

Fish Sale 

April 5, 2013 

Deadline for orders 

TIPS 4 

BACKYARD CONSERVATION 

1 

MOW HIGH:  

Longer grass is stronger grass!  It 

shades, prevents weeds, grows 

deeper and absorbs filters rain fall. 

2 

MULCH CLIPPINGS: 

Leave grass clippings on the lawn!  

Grass clippings break down and return 

valuable nutrients back to the soil, 

which also aids in reducing runoff. 

3 

USE RIGHT FERTILIZER: 

Choose a phosphorous free fertilizer 

unless a soil test shows a need for 

this nutrient. 

4 

CLEAN UP! 

Keep grass clippings, leaves and fer-

tilizer off of sidewalks, roadways and 

other hard surfaces and out of our 

waterways! 


