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THANK YOU THOMAS A. BRIEN from the
Hardin SWCD Board of Supervisors and Staff
for 12 years of dedicated service on the Board.

Our Most Sincere
Appreciation!

Forestry
Field Day
October 20
Details

The Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District Board and Staff would like to take this
opportunity to applaud Fiscal Agent Thomas A. Brien for his twelve years of service on the
Board. The December Board meeting will be his last meeting as a Board member.

Inside

Fiscal Agent Brien has been a tremendous support to the Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District Board of Supervisors, specifically, in handling the financial responsibilities of his
appointed position. His monthly responsibilities include thorough review and approval of
County and District bills, confirming the District bank statement reconciliation and checkbook
balance. He also is responsible for review of all monthly printed accounting reports for the
County and District accounts and confirming entries against the receipt book, deposits and
bills, including confirming correct balances in all accounts. Responsibilities also include assisting with the annual budget preparation and preliminary approval to submit to the Board for
review, plus much more.
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He has been complimented highly by Kevin O’Connor, the ODNR Chief of Internal
Audits, for his thoroughness in reviewing financial records of the District and it was
stated he was one of the best Fiscal Agents in the State. Thank you Thomas A. Brien for
your time and dedication and for being such a great asset to the Board during your 4 terms of
elected public office covering 12 years.
In addition, we applaud you for your dedication in attending District events and meetings and
special thanks to your wife Ann for her contributions and attendance, as well, during your
terms of office. We all wish you the best today, tomorrow and always and know you will take
every opportunity to spend time with your grandchildren.
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Please Join Us


Wagon rides



Ham & Bean Soup



Hot dogs

When:

Sunday, October 20, 2013



Cider

Time:

1:00-4:00 p.m.



Smores

Where:

Russ Curtis’ Woods



Forester

17947 Twp. Rd. 95, Kenton



Coloring Contest

Rain Date: Sunday. October 27, 2013

Please plan to join us for an afternoon of family fun on Sunday, October 20th from 1:00-4:00 p.m. at
Russ Curtis’ woods, located at 17947 Twp. Rd. 95, Kenton.
There will be horse-drawn wagon rides, a coloring contest with prizes for the children, ham & bean
soup cooked over an open fire, corn bread, hot dogs and smores.
Directions from Kenton: Take 67W to Twp. Rd. 95, turn left (south), go 2 1/2 miles.
will be on the west side of Twp. Rd. 95.

The Curtis woods

Signs will be posted.

If it rains on October 20th, the event will be held the next Sunday, on October 27th.
postponed it will be announced on WKTN radio.
If you have questions, please feel free to contact us at 419-673-0456, ext. 3.

If the event is
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NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY

Ranae Sherman

Josh McBride

A division of Ohio Insurance &
Financial Services, LLC
Gary Nelson, President
Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans
202 E. Franklin Street

Harry Landsberg
419-674-3595

Kenton, Ohio 43326

Craig Eibling
419-674-3667

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144

419-675-1645

Kenton, Ohio 43326

567-674-5076

Brad Winfield

Rebecca Browning

Bob Winfield

937-935-4512

937-935-4510

Gary & Carol
Oates

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC

456 E. Franklin St.
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Fax: 419-673-6155
Office: 800-276-0101
Office: 419-675-0008

Email:isure@wingfieldcrop.com

www.wingfieldcrop.com

www.com1stbank.com

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction

Kenton, Ohio
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Coffee Shop Talk about the Hay & Wheat Programs (EQIP)
The office has been receiving a lot of questions lately about the hay program or the wheat program.
All of this falls under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), which has been available
on a voluntary basis since the mid-1990s. The difference, each year, is that practices can change
based on the priority natural resource concerns in the state or region. Natural resource concerns are
the issues that are facing our natural resources, such as soil, water, and/or wildlife habitat. For instance, one the most talked about natural resource concerns right now is degraded water quality, in
the form of articles and news releases about algal blooms in Lake Erie, Grand Lake St. Marys, and other water bodies.
EQIP regularly helps fix natural resource problems related to soil quality and water quality. Some of
the practices currently available for farmers to address these are:












Manure storage – to hold manure over the winter months, so that it can be properly applied to
fields at the optimum time to reduce runoff into streams and ditches
Conservation crop rotation – encourage farmers to add hay, wheat, or other small grain to a field’s
rotation to improve soil health
No-Till/Conservation Tillage – encourage farmers to reduce tillage in order to reduce erosion and
improve soil health
Cover Crops – different cover crops have different benefits, but overall they improve soil health.
Some individual benefits include recycling nutrients within a field, reducing compaction, and/or
managing soil moisture
Filter Strips – installed along ditches and streams, filter strips help filter overland flow of water, and
also help provide a set-back when the farmer is applying nutrients and herbicides
Grassed Waterways – reduce soil erosion
Forage Planting – encourages farmers to convert cropland to pastureland for improved soil health
Prescribed Grazing – encourages farmers to follow improved grazing management techniques with
their livestock to reduce erosion, evenly spread nutrients, and improve plant health
Nutrient Management – encourages farmers to soil test fields and apply nutrients at optimum times
based on the soil test results to reduce nutrient runoff
Waste Transfer – encourages farmers to transport manure farther from the livestock, to fields that
have lower nutrient values

If you have any questions regarding these practices, or are interested in applying for EQIP to gain
technical and financial assistance for the practices, please stop in the office or call 419-673-7238, ext
3. EQIP applications are taken year-round, but are grouped for competitive funding at least once per
year. The next deadline for grouping the applications for competitive funding is November 15, 2013.

Receive Your Newsletter by Email
POWELL SEEDS - Adam, Ohio
LOCAL PEOPLE, LOCAL GENETICS





Proven & dependable genetics and new gene
technologies for HARDIN CO.
An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family
business
FULL SERVICE seed company
-corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage

Office 419-634-0763 or Ted’s cell 419-235-2152

If you would like to switch to the
electronic version, please email
Vickie.Wies@oh.usda.gov.
We will send the next newsletter to you by email.
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Keep an Eye Out for Conservation Needs During Harvest and Sign-Up for the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
It’s the time of year Ohio farmers hit the fields to harvest, driving over the land planted last spring. As combines remove the
crop, the land hidden beneath reveals areas that may benefit from conservation treatments to improve the health of the land and
next year’s crop.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) employs professional conservationists
who, together with the farmer, evaluate how the land may benefit from conservation treatment. They then develop a conservation
plan outlining which conservation treatments, or practices, will improve the land. State Resource Conservationist Mark Smith
describes a possible scenario. “When the farmer harvests a field, he or she may notice things like wheel tracks, gullies, or places
where the crop didn’t grow well. These may indicate areas of soil compaction, soil erosion, or some other problem. Cover crops,
gaining popularity among farmers, can help improve soil health, reduce compaction, tie up nutrients, and improve the amount of
water soil can hold.”
Dot Harris, Ohio’s Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, manages the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)
and explains how EQIP can help with the cost of trying a new conservation practice like cover crops. “With a conservation plan
in hand, the farmer applies for EQIP to pay for conservation practices like cover crops, drainage water management, rotational
grazing, and much more. The financial assistance pays a part of the cost of trying these things, which may be just what’s needed
to make trying something new worthwhile.” When it comes to cover crops, Dave Brandt, a Fairfield County farmer and cover
crop advocate, believes that over time, cover crops actually increase profit and increase the value of farmland.
Any eligible agricultural producer can apply for EQIP anytime. Periodically, NRCS reviews applications for those that provide
the most environmental benefit, a process called ranking, and selects those that provide the highest benefit for funding depending
on the availability of EQIP funds. Recognizing that it may be challenging to make an appointment with the local NRCS
office to develop a conservation plan and apply for EQIP during harvest, those that do apply by November 15 will receive
priority over those that apply after that date. NRCS will send letters to farmers who applied for EQIP last year but were not
selected for funding, to determine if they want to re-submit their deferred applications for funding consideration now.
After NRCS selects applications for funding, the conservationist will contact the applicant to sign an EQIP contract describing
which conservation practices the farmer agrees to apply, how much NRCS will pay for with EQIP funds, and develop a schedule
that the farmer agrees to for applying or installing the conservation practice. After the farmer installs or applies the practice, he or
she notifies NRCS. After NRCS verifies that the farmer installed or applied the conservation practice as agreed upon, the conservationist will certify the practice and initiate the payment process. Typically, the farmer agrees to maintain the practice for a given time-period, which is the average time of the practices’ effectiveness.
Acting State Conservationist Michelle Lohstroh says, “We at NRCS are committed to helping Ohio agriculture thrive by advising
farmers on ways to improve their natural resources, especially keeping soil, the foundation of agriculture, healthy. Federal farm
programs, like EQIP, help famers pay for the initial cost of conservation because all Americans enjoy the resulting environmental
benefits-cleaner air and water, diverse wildlife and plant population, and productive soil.”

COVER CROPS
COVER CROPS

PAGE 6

FALL 2013

2013 Customer Appreciation Day and Annual Meeting
The Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District held its Customer Appreciation Day and Annual Meeting on August
15th at the Hardin County Fairgrounds. The event was attended by approximately 120 individuals.
Attendees enjoyed dinner, consisting of bratwurst and hot dog sandwiches, potato salad, chips and cookies, while
voting for one of two Supervisor candidates, from 4:30-6:00 p.m., to fill one open position on the Board due to
Thomas A. Brien choosing not to seek re-election.
The Annual Meeting was held at 6:05 p.m. Chair McBride welcomed everyone and introduced the Board of
Supervisors, District and NRCS staff and special guests.
Vice-Chair Tom Sprang presented the 2013 Conservation Partner Award to Doug and Kathy Reed. Andrea Dicke of
Farm Credit Mid-America presented the 2013 Cooperator of the Year sign to them.
Supervisor Tony Hastings provided special recognition of several individuals who assist the District with various
activities throughout the year and asked them to stand as he called their name.
Clark Hutson, Area 1 Program Specialist with ODNR, Division of Soil & Water, conducted the election of one supervisor from 4:30-6:00 p.m. Russ Maxwell and Jeffry Billenstein were the candidates for one Board position with the
three year term to begin January 1, 2014. Jeffry Billenstein was elected. Thank you to Russ Maxwell for his desire
to be on the Board of Supervisors.

Jeffry Billenstein
2013 Cooperator of the Year Kathy and Doug Reed
Also pictured is Supervisor Tom Sprang and
Andrea Dicke, Farm Credit Mid-America

Newly Elected SWCD Supervisor

2013 Conservation Contest
The Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District’s annual Conservation Contest for Junior Fair Exhibitors with conservation related projects was held on Saturday, September 7th at the Hardin County Fairgrounds Community Building
in the home demonstration area. Registration began at 10:00 a.m. and contest judging began at 10:30 a.m. Seven
individuals participated, each receiving monetary awards provided by sponsors: Ag Credit, Community First
Bank, Farm Credit Mid-America, Hardin County Coon Hunters, Hardin County Pheasants Forever, Home
Savings & Loan, Liberty National Bank, McGuffey Conservation Club, Oates Veterinary Clinic, Quest Federal Credit Union, Rush-Creek Sportsman Club, Trophy Bassmasters, and Hardin Soil & Water Conservation District.
Outstanding Job!
This year’s participants and winners included:
Class I (Beginner) Age 8-10:
1st Place: Lenore Kohl, with her project: “Let’s Explore the Outdoors”
2nd Place: Ashtin C. Elliott, with his project: “Fishing for the Beginner”
3rd Place: Luke Wilson, with his project: "Ohio Birds”
4th Place: Devan Dulin, with his project : “Fishing for the Beginner”
5th Place: Jake Bushong, with his project: “Fishing for the Beginner”
Class II (Intermediate) Age 11-13:
1st Place: Alexis B. Elliott, with her project: “Fishing for the Intermediate”
2nd Place: Dylan Beach, with his project: Fishing for the Intermediate”
Special thanks to our judges for volunteering their time!
Don Burgess, Becky Stevenson, Marilyn Trachsel

Dylan Beach

Jake Bushong
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STRAW BLANKETS
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
ADA OHIO
865-684-9455 or 419-722-7243

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS. THIS NEWSLETTER WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT YOU!
AG Credit
Baughman Tile Co.
Billenstein Farm & Drainage, LTD
Buckeye Hybrids
Buxton Farm Drainage
Community First Bank, N.A.
Cy Schwieterman Inc.
Daft Erosion Control, LLC
DeWitt Farm Drainage & Excavating
Elgin Service Center
Farm Credit Mid-America
FLR Insurance Center
Foraker Elevator
Heritage Cooperative
Home Savings & Loan
Steve Krugh Excavating Inc.
Landtech Co.
Legge Excavating LLC
Liberty National Bank
Nancy’s Blankets
Nelson Insurance Agency
Gary & Carol Oates
Plaza Inn
Quest Federal Credit Union
Thiel Excavating & Drainage
Wingfield Crop Insurance Service LLC

NonProfit Standard Mail

Hardin Soil & Water

US Postage Paid

Conservation District

Kenton OH 43326

12751 St. Rt. 309 West

Permit No 334

Kenton, OH 43326
All District programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, age, marital status or handicap.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

www.co.hardin.oh.us/swcd/

HARDIN SWCD & NRCS
Phone: 419-673-7238 or 419-6730645
Extension 2 for Farm Service Agency

Handy
Numbers
to Know

Extension 3 for Hardin SWCD & NRCS
-OR– Enter Extension From List Below:
SWCD STAFF
Kathy Bash-Office Manager (101)
Mark Lowery-District Technician (110)
Howard Lyle-Nutrient Management Specialist (112)
Vickie Wies-Administrative Assistant (113)
NRCS Staff
Megan Burgess-District Conservationist (116)
Mike Elwood-Soil Conservation Technician (109)
Drew Humphreys-Soil Conservationist (114)

Mark Your Calendar
Calendar of Events
October 17-Board Meeting 7:30 a.m.
October 20-Forestry Field Day 1:00-4:00 p.m.
October 27-RAIN DATE Forestry Field Day 1:00-4:00 p.m.
November 11-Veterans Day (OFFICE CLOSED)
November 21-Board Meeting 7:30 a.m.
November 28-Thanksgiving (OFFICE CLOSED)
November 29-Day After Thanksgiving-NRCS IN/SWCD OFF
December 19-Board Meeting 7:30 a.m.
December 25-Christmas Day (OFFICE CLOSED)
January 1-New Year’s Day (OFFICE CLOSED)
January 16-Board Meeting 7:30 a.m.

ODNR Staff
Mark Seger-Conservation Engineer (111)

Annual Tree Seedling Sale—December/January/February

