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Hardin SWCD Presents Awards
The Hardin SWCD presented awards on Thursday, November 12, 2009.

Inside this issue:
Winter Manure
Application

2

Conservation Tillage
Club Meetings

3

New Conservation
3
Stewardship Program
Calendar of Events

4

Wetlands Reserve
Program

5

Farewell

5

Several Hardin County
residents were awarded for
their conservation practices.
LeVern and Nancy Weaver
were acknowledged as the
District’s 2009 Conservation Partners.
Weavers have installed
quail borders, filter strips
and we honored for their
participation in various

conservation programs.
Max Trachsel was acknowledged as a recipient of the
Lake Erie Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (Lake Erie CREP).
Trachsel installed over 13
acres of trees for a windbreak and 8.9 acres of filter
strips. Trachsel was unable
to attend the awards presentation.
H. Michael Miller was acknowledged as a recipient
of the Lake Erie Conservation Reserve Enhancement

Program
(Lake
Erie
CREP). Miller installed
almost 15 acres of cool season grasses buffer strips.
Miller was unable to attend
the awards presentation.
The District awarded a
$500.00 scholarship to Rachel Jeffers of McGuffey.
Jeffers is pursuing a degree
in Pre-veterinary Science
at Wilmington College. She
was unable to attend so her
parents Christine and Matthew Jeffers received the
award in her absence.

Tree Sale Information 6-7
Tree Sale Order Form 8
SWCD Supervisors
Jerry McBride-Chairman
Tom Sprang-Vice Chairman
Tom Brien-Fiscal Agent
Arden Good-Member
Tony Hastings-Member
SWCD Staff
Kathy Bash-Office Manager
Mark Lowery-District Technician
Howard Lyle-Nutrient
Management Specialist
NRCS Staff
Megan Burgess-District
Conservationist
Mike Elwood-Soil Conservation
Technician
ODNR Staff
Mark Seger—Conservation
Engineer

Kathy Bash, Nancy Weaver,
LeVern Weaver and Tom Brien

Kathy Bash, Christine Jeffers,
Matthew Jeffers and Tom Brien

Supervisor Elections
The District held its 61st
Annual Supervisor Election
on Thursday, November 12,
2009, at the District Office.
Four candidates were vying
for two positions on the
Board of Supervisors. Candidates were: George Fee,
Arden Good, Clint Roda-

baugh and incumbent Tom
Sprang. Tom Sprang was
re-elected and Arden Good
was elected to the Board of
Supervisors each for a term
of three years, which begins January 1, 2010.
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Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District

Winter weather complicates manure application
Protecting water quality would be a
lot easier if farmers never needed to
apply manure when fields are frozen
or covered with snow. But the fact is,
some farmers don’t have enough storage capacity to get through the winter. Sometimes, even farmers with
storage facilities need to apply manure in the winter because wet fall
weather or other problems delayed
application.
Unfortunately, uncooperative winter
weather can lead to pollution, even for
farmers who follow winter manure
application guidelines. Last winter,
for example, a quick thaw led to a
rash of pollution complaints in early
March. Manure applied earlier in the
winter had remained frozen in fields
for weeks or even months, but after
the thaw, surface flow carried it into
streams.
To guard against such problems, the
Natural Resources Conservation Service has revised the standard for application of manure on frozen and
snow-covered soils. The new standard
will significantly reduce the risk of
pollution problems, but winter application can still be risky.

The new standard includes six criteria
and all six must be followed to comply
with the standard. Some requirements include a 200-foot setback from
waterways and streams, at least 90
percent surface residue cover, and
specific application rate limits depending on manure moisture content.
Manure should not be applied on more
than 20 contiguous acres and additional criteria apply for fields with
slopes greater than six percent.

might reserve fields furthest from
waterways for winter application.
Staking out application areas ahead
of time could also make it easier to
meet application criteria.
For more information about the new
application criteria, or other manure
management issues, contact Howard
Lyle at Hardin SWCD at 419-6730456, Ext. 3.

Although some other states have prohibited manure application to frozen
or snow-covered ground, it’s still permitted under very careful management in Ohio. To protect this option,
farmers need to guard water quality
by minimizing winter application and
by following the standard when winter application is unavoidable. Hardin
SWCD can offer suggestions to help
you through the process.
For some farmers, adding storage capacity would help. Others might need
to manage application more carefully.
For example, farmers might adjust
crop rotations to open up application
sites earlier in the fall. Those who
must apply manure in the winter
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Insurancenter Inc.
Serving
Hardin County

Inc.

1917
Total Insurance
Specialists:

1105

John Steinman Keith Kissling

Since

Farm, Auto, Home,
Business

123 West Carrol St., PO Box 226
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419.673.3130 Fax: 419-673-0747
Toll Free:877.817.5028

POWELL SEEDS - Ada, Ohio





LOCAL PEOPLE, LOCAL GENETICS

Proven & dependable genetics and new gene
technologies for HARDIN CO.
An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family
business

Providing Solutions for the Needs of

FULL SERVICE seed company
-corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage
Office -419-634-0763 or Ted’s cell 419-235-2152

Ohio Farm Families for over 40 YearsSpecializing in Farms · Rural
Properties · Development Land

Nathan’s cell 567-674-0560

Winter Manure Application
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Conservation Tillage Club Meetings
The annual Conservation Tillage Club
breakfast meeting series is being held
again this winter at the Plaza Inn in
Mt. Victory. The Hardin and Logan
County Soil and Water Conservation
Districts and the Hardin, Logan and
Marion County OSU Extension offices
jointly plan the Conservation Tillage
Club meetings. Breakfast begins at
7:30 a.m. with the meeting following
around 8:00 a.m.

ture, Environmental, and Developmental Economics

The schedule for this year is:

February 16 - Farm Legal Issues
Update (fences, liability, wind).
Featured Speaker: OSU Legal Educator, Attorney, Peggy Hall

January 5 - Grain Marketing Update. Featured Speaker: Dr. Matt
Roberts, OSU Department of Agricul-

January 19 - Foliar Fertilizer and
Micronutrients. Featured Speaker:
Dr. Robert Mullen, OSU Extension
Specialist
February 2 - Insect Issues in Corn
and Soybeans. Featured Speaker:
Dr. Ron Hammond, OSU Extension
Specialist

March 2 - Farm Energy Savings
and Timber Harvest. Featured
Speakers: Mid Ohio Energy and John
Mueller, Area I Service Forester for
ODNR
This event is sponsored by several
area businesses. Thank you.

The New Conservation Stewardship Program
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
began continuous sign-up for the new Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) on
August 10, 2009 in Ohio. The first cutoff
for ranking purposes was September 30,
2009. NRCS continues to take CSP applications at any time. The second cutoff may be
in the beginning of 2010. NRCS administers
CSP, a voluntary conservation program
designed to encourage agricultural and forestry producers to adopt additional conser-

vation practices and improve, maintain and
manage existing ones.

exceed $200,000 for all contracts entered
into during any five-year period.

The five-year CSP contracts will offer two
types of payments, annual and supplemental. The annual payment will be based on
the level of conservation on the land. A
supplemental payment is also available to
participants who also adopt a resourceconserving crop rotation. The annual payment limitation for a person or legal entity
is $40,000. A person or legal entity cannot

Eligible lands include cropland, grassland,
prairie, improved pastureland, and nonindustrial private forestland. For more information about the new CSP, please visit
www.nrcs.usda.gov/new_csp/ or call Megan
Burgess, NRCS District Conservationist, at
419-673-7238, Ext. 3.

We’ll make a GREAT MEAL so you’ll have
time to make GREAT MEMORIES!



“Almost Catering!
Call Traci for a FREE quote!

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS

Casual

DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144
Kenton, Ohio 43326

Full Service Catering or

Family
Restaurant

Mt. Victory, Ohio
www.plazainn.tv or 1-800-884-

419-675-1645
567-674-5076

NELSON INSURANCE AGENCY
A division of Ohio Insurance &
Financial Services, LLC

Gary Nelson, President
Auto, Farm, Health, Medicare Plans
202 E. Franklin Street
Kenton, Ohio 43326
419-673-8256

Jeff Rickenbacher

Ranae Sherman Clint Rodabaugh
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Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District

Calendar of Events
January 1 - Office Closed for New
Year’s Day

February 15 - Office Closed for President’s Day

January 5 - Tillage Club Meeting at
Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.

February 16 - Tillage Club Meeting at
Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.

January 16-17 - Ohio Federation of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Meeting in Columbus

February 18 - Board Meeting at 7:30
a.m.

January 18 - Office Closed for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

February 25-26 - Conservation Tillage
and Technology Conference at ONU
MacIntosh Center

January 19 - Tillage Club Meeting at
Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.

March 2 - Tillage Club Meeting at
Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.

January 21 - Board Meeting at 7:30
a.m.

March 3-4 - All Employees Meeting at
Mohican Conference Center

February 2 - Tillage Club Meeting at
Plaza Inn in Mt. Victory at 7:30 a.m.

March 18 - Board Meeting at 7:30
a.m.

Don’t get cold in front of your computer, join us for the Tillage Club
breakfast meetings!

www.com1stbank.com

Page 5

Wetlands Reserve Program
What is the WRP and how can it
help me?
The WRP is a voluntary program that
provides assistance to private landowners and Tribes to restore, protect,
and enhance wetlands in exchange for
retiring eligible land from agriculture.
The Wetlands Reserve Program is
administered by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS).
Am I eligible to participate in
WRP?
There are two components of eligibility to consider for participation in
WRP, the landowner eligibility and
the land eligibility. Requirements for
landowner eligibility include, but are
not limited to:



Meet the Adjusted Gross Income
Limitation (producers with adjusted
nonfarm gross income, averaged over
3 years, of over $1 million are not eligible unless 66.66% or more of total
income is average adjusted gross farm
income.)



For easement applications, dem-

Farewell

onstrate ownership of the land for the
past 7 years or more (with certain exceptions such as inheritance).

30-Year Contract – available only
to acreage owned by Indian
Tribes.

Land eligibility requirements include,
but are not limited to:

Landowner Use and Responsibility



One of the primary concerns of landowners considering participating in
WRP is over control of the wetland
area. The landowner retains ownership and access of the land, and the
landowner is responsible for any property taxes based on the reassessed
value of the wetland. The landowner
must also agree to implement a Wetlands Reserve Plan of Operations
(WRPO), a conservation plan that
identifies how the wetland functions
and values will be restored, improved,
and protected.

Privately owned land.



Wetlands cleared and/or drained
for farming, pasture, or timber production.

 Lands adjacent to restorable wetlands that contribute significantly to
wetland functions and values.
Landowner Enrollment Options
WRP offers four enrollment options:
Permanent Easement is a conservation easement in perpetuity.
30-Year Easement is an easement
that expires after 30 years.
Restoration Cost-Share Agreement
is an agreement to restore or
enhance the wetland functions and values without placing an easement on the enrolled acres.

It is with mixed emotions that I am
saying goodbye to the Hardin SWCD
family. I have been employed with the
SWCD for four years and with uncertainties of the 2010 budget I went
looking for another job.
I have been hired by the Hardin

For more information about the Wetlands Reserve Program, including
how to apply, visit http://
www.oh.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/wrp/
wetlands_reserve_program.html or
call Megan Burgess, District Conservationist, at 419-673-7238, ext. 3.

County Engineer’s Office starting
December 21st.
It has been a pleasure getting to
know so many great people; I hope
to continue to see many of you
around Hardin County.

2009-2010 Tree Sale Program
Tree Bundles available for 2009-2010:
Deciduous:
Conifers:

 Red Maple
 Arborvitae

Order Deadline:

 Red Oak
 Blue Spruce

 Norway Spruce

 White Pine

Friday, February 12, 2009—Quantities are limited!!

When Will the Trees Arrive? Typically, the trees will arrive around the middle of
April. We can request a shipping date with the nursery, however, the weather does not
always cooperate. The trees sold in our program are dug in the spring. They are grown in beds that do
not easily thaw since there is a thick mass of growth covering the soil. If the trees were dug from frozen
soil, there would not be any fine roots left after the digging process. Quality also suffers when they are
dug when the soil is too wet. So, bear with us, we will get the trees to you as soon as the weather will
allow.
First, plan ahead. Think about what these trees will look like in 10 or 20 years. Is the species suitable
for the soil, drainage, and light conditions? Will the roots cause problems with your drain tile or other
buried utility lines? Will the tree grow into overhead power lines, or shade your garden, or cause snow
to drift into your driveway? Will the branches spread past your property and interfere with your
neighbor’s use of his land? That little seedling will grow-up, and out, and down. Be sure it has enough
room.
TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp –10 to –15°F)
Species

Type/Zone

Color

H/W

Growth Rate

Spacing

Red Maple

Deciduous/Zones 3-9

Fall: Red

70’/40’

Medium-Rapid

15’-30’

Red Oak

Deciduous/Zones 3-7

Fall: Red/Yellow

60’/70’

Rapid-Vigorous

15’-30’

Arborvitae

Conifer/Zone 3-7

Green

30’/10’

Medium

6’-10’

Blue Spruce

Conifer/Zones 3-7

Blue

50’/25’

Slow

10’-15’

Norway Spruce

Conifer/Zones 3-7

Green

80’/40’

Medium-Rapid

10’-15’

White Pine

Conifer/Zones 3-8

Bluish-Green

80’/40’

Rapid

10’-15’

Deciduous Trees:
Red Maple (Acer rubrum): Located throughout all of Ohio. In urban areas, it is abundantly
found as a popular shade tree, noted for its brilliant red fall color. Specimens found in the open
may grow to 70 feet tall by 40 feet wide, and its soft wood is not nearly as prone to storm damage
as is that of Silver Maple.
Planting Requirements: Although Red Maple has been called a cosmopolitan species (meaning
that it can be found in many different environments in nature), it strongly prefers deep, moist to
wet, acidic, rich soils. It grows in full sun to partial sun.
Potential Problems: The number one problem associated with Red Maple is its being transplanted into clay soils of alkaline pH, where it often lives under constant stress and becomes
stunted.
Red Oak (Quercus rubra): A major timber tree of the eastern and midwestern United States.
Along with Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade tree in the landscape industry, noted for its brick-red autumn color and its rapid and vigorous growth rate.
Reaching 60 feet tall by 70 feet wide when found in the open under urban landscape conditions,
it may grow taller and more massive in the wild.
Planting Requirements: Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well-drained soils of slightly acidic
pH. It adapts readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some specimens develop chlorosis in high pH soils). It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is shade tolerant in
youth).
Potential Problems: Red Oak is basically problem-free, although it may, on occasion, be subject
to the standard army of pests and pathogens that afflict the Oaks.

Page 7

Conifer Trees:
Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis): Arborvitae is found throughout eastern Canada, New England, and the northern states of the Eastern United States. While it is primarily found in Ohio
in urban landscapes, where it often thrives in dry, alkaline soils, it occurs in greatest abundance in the wilds of Ohio when found near acidic bogs. When found in the open, non-compact
forms may reach 30 feet tall by 10 feet wide.
Planting Requirements: Arborvitae performs best in moist soils of alkaline pH, but is very
adaptable to poor soils that are rocky, sterile, dry or wet, and of neutral to acidic pH. It can be
planted just about anywhere there is full sun to partial sun, with minimal aftercare. It is found
in zones 3 to 7 in full sun to partial sun, but does not thrive in the southern part of its range.
Potential Problems: The lower foliage and twigs of Arborvitae can also be significantly sheared
back in winter by deer browsing, and the flexibility of the softwood and its strong tendency to be
multi-trunked make it a prime candidate for snow and ice damage. Otherwise, Arborvitae is a
healthy and vigorous shrub and tree.

Blue Wonder Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea punges glauca var. “Van Sikes”): Planted
throughout the United States and Canada as an ornamental evergreen, including all of Ohio.
Blue Wonder is Vans Pines Nursery’s special strain for 95% uniform blue in color. Most trees
may easily reach 50 feet tall by 25 feet wide at the base, although in the wild much taller specimens are commonly reached. Perhaps no other evergreen tree is as cherished for home landscapes as Blue Spruce.
Planting Requirements: Colorado Spruce prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, sandy,
or loamy; the soils must not be poorly drained or wet. It is also adaptable to a variety of less
than favorable conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.
Potential Problems: Colorado Spruce is generally a healthy tree, and like most spruces, it suffers needle damage due to feeding by various spider mites. It is especially drought tolerant,
including young transplants that have been root-pruned into ball and burlap form.

Norway Spruce (Picea abies): Found throughout all of Ohio and much of the United States
and Canada as, perhaps, the most common spruce, rivaled only by Colorado Spruce. It is found
as an ornamental tree in urban environments, a windbreak and snow break in both urban and
rural areas, and occasionally in pure stands for future harvest in forests. Quickly reaches 80
feet height by 40 feet in spread with its medium to rapid growth rate, and adapts to a variety of
harsh soil and sparse moisture conditions.
Planting Requirements: Norway Spruce prefers moist but well-drained, acidic soils that may be
organic, sandy, or loamy. However, it is perhaps the most adaptable common evergreen tree to
harsh conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.
Potential Problems: Norway Spruce is generally a very healthy tree, even under harsh conditions.

White Pine (Pinus strobus): Widely distributed throughout eastern North America, including
all of Ohio. Commonly transplanted today as a landscape evergreen tree, and is also sold as a
cut Christmas tree. Also known as Eastern White Pine, this towering evergreen easily grows to
80 feet tall by 40 feet wide (or larger) under optimum conditions, with a rapid growth rate. Its
shape is upright pyramidal when young, but becomes irregular with maturity.
Planting Requirements: White Pine performs best in evenly moist, rich, well-drained, acidic
soils in full sun.
Potential Problems: In spite of thriving in many natural settings, White Pine is very susceptible
in urban settings to alkaline soil pH (causing chlorosis, resulting in yellowing of the needles
and stunting of growth), winter salt spray, air pollution, compacted clay soils, and poor water
drainage. Young transplants and saplings are also subject to deer and rabbit browsing in any
setting.

Hardin Soil & Water
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Visit us on the Web!

www.hardinswcd.org
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2009-2010 Tree Packet Order Form
Order Deadline—February 12th

Bundles of 10-Conifer/Bundles
of 10-Deciduous

Limited supply!

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date
Receipt No.

Name:

Amt. Paid

Phone:

By

Address:
Street
TREE PACKETS

City

State

Zip

Approx.
Size

No. of
Trees
Per Bundle

Price per
Bundle

DECIDUOUS TREES

P

Red Maple ($2.20 per seedling)

24-36”

10

$22.00

R

Red Oak ($2.10 per seedling)

18-24”

10

$21.00

Arborvitae ($2.70 per seedling)

15-18”

10

$27.00

Blue Wonder ($2.00 per seedling)

12-15”

10

$20.00

E

Norway Spruce ($2.10 per seedling)

18-24”

10

$21.00

S

White Pine ($2.80 per seedling)

12-15”

10

$28.00

I
C

CONIFER TREES

TOTAL COST

Bundles
Ordered

Total

