Hardin Soil and Water
Conservation District
WINTER 2009

Annual Meeting Highlights

Hidden Object Autumn
Newsletter Contest Winner
Congratulations, Herbert
Oberlitner for being the Autumn Newsletter Hidden Object winner. Herbert won a
bundle of 50 marking flags.
Hardin Soil and Water Conservation District would like to
thank everyone for participating.

The Hardin SWCD held its
60th Annual Meeting on November 13, 2008 at St. John’s
United Church of Christ.
Several Hardin County residents were awarded for their
conservation practices.
Dave and Kathy Lotz were
acknowledged as the District’s
2008 Conservation Partners.
Dave and Kathy have installed 60 acres of filter strips
and over 4,000 feet of waterways. They grid sample
1300 acres, no-till 1500
acres and have completed
Forestry Management Practices.
Ron and Ruth Oates were
acknowledged as a recipient
of the Lake Erie Conservation

Reserve Enhancement Program (LE CREP) Award. Ron
and Ruth installed 18.3 acres
of CREP; 15.1 acres were
installed as filter strips and
3.2 acres on an escarpment.
Ron and Lee Ann Loveridge
were also acknowledged as a
recipient of the Lake Erie
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (LE CREP)
Award. Ron and Lee Ann
installed 13.7 acres of conservation practices; 6.9 acres of
those were installed as filter
strips, windbreak, and wetland. They also installed upland bird habitat borders.

Jeb’s scholarship went into a
memorial fund in Jeb’s name.
Supervisor elections took
place and the 2009-2011
supervisors will be Jerry
McBride, who was re-elected
to another 3-year term, and
Tony Hastings, who is filling
Paul Shick’s open seat.
The District would like to thank
all of our conservation friends
who joined us and the individuals and businesses who
donated door prizes for the
evening.

The District awarded two (2)
$500.00 scholarships. The
recipients were Justin McBride
and the late Jeb Bowman.
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Thank You Supervisor Shick
Paul Shick decided not to run
for re-election to the Hardin
Soil and Water Conservation
District Board of Supervisors.
Paul has been a member of
the board for six years and
has served as the Vice Chairman.
The Hardin SWCD thanks Paul
for his years of support, leadership and commitment to the
Board of Supervisors and
staff. In addition, Carol has

been very supportive. As a
supervisor’s wife, Carol was
always willing to assist with
field days and decorating for
the annual meeting. Again, a
special thanks to both of you.
Thanks Paul and Carol!

2009-2011 Supervisors
Jerry McBride and
Tony Hastings
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New Wildlife Biologist
Hello Hardin County residents! I’m pleased to introduce myself to you as the
new Wildlife Biologist serving the area. My name is
Kenneth S. Kesson and I’m
originally from Michigan. I
have a degree in Fish and
Wildlife Management from
Michigan State University.
Previously, I have held various wildlife related positions, in both Michigan and

Wisconsin. My current position is made possible by a
partnership between the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
Pheasants Forever (PF) and
the Ohio Division of Wildlife (DOW). I am able to
assist area residents with
many of their wildlife resource concerns including:
conservation planning,
property enhancements,

mid-contract management,
general wildlife planning,
species identification/
management and addressing
other resource concerns.
Should you wish to inquire
about wildlife related programs or have questions for
me, please feel free to contact me at 419-238-9591,
extension 116.

Three things to enhance wildlife habitat on your property
By: Kenneth S. Kesson, Wildlife Biologist
Each week it seems I get
questions about the things
people can do to enhance
wildlife habitat on their
property and in their yards.
The following are a few
general habitat improvements which can be implemented to enhance and create wildlife habitat on your
property:
1. Plant wildlife friendly
plants, trees and shrubs.
Many people are unsure
what to plant to attract and
benefit a wide variety of
wildlife species. Like anything else, the answer depends partially upon your
objectives. However, there
are some great rules of
thumb to use when selecting
species to plant. Try selecting species that are native to
your area and which provide
a wide range of benefits in
the form of either food or
shelter. For instance, planting berry producing shrubs
will provide food and cover
for birds and animals alike,
with the benefits often lasting well into the wintertime.
Other options might be to
plant an evergreen a short
distance from your bird

feeding station to provide
cover for bird species from
predators, or to offer thermal protection in the winter.
On a larger scale, by planting larger stands of native
grasses, landowners can
create food and shelter for
many wildlife species
throughout the year.
2. Create a brush pile for
wildlife.
Brush piles serve to benefit
several wildlife species by
providing dense cover that
many species use for nesting, feeding and escaping
predators. Brush piles can
be created by crisscrossing
several large limbs or small
logs, then by piling smaller
limbs and branches on the
pile until it forms a large,
dense structure. Keep in
mind brush piles will rot
down over time and may
need to be added to, in order
to maintain them. Care
should be used when selecting a site for a brush pile,
especially, if close to a
house as they may attract
undesirable species such as
skunks and opossums. Also,
care should be taken not to
burn the brush pile once the

nesting season has begun, so
as not to injure or kill any
birds or other animals that
may have taken up residence. Once constructed,
the brush pile should be left
alone with the intention of
leaving them in place, and
can be maintained by periodically adding branches
and small logs over time.
3. Create borders of
grasses and shrubs. This
can be accomplished by
leaving uncut/unfarmed
strips (25-50’) of vegetation
along field edges and other
areas. By allowing these
areas to “go wild”, you will
create nesting and brood
rearing habitat. Such areas
are used by turkey, deer,
songbirds and other wildlife
species and are very beneficial to the landscape. You
can easily maintain borders
by mowing them once every
three years (around midJuly), however, allow them
to grow otherwise to provide vital habitat and cover.
By implementing wildlife
habitat improvements for
your property, you will be
contributing to the survival

of our wildlife species.
Also, you will maximize the
chances for you and your
family to observe animals in
the wild, and will be able to
take satisfaction in knowing
you are helping to make a
difference by providing for
the needs of wildlife species. The thing that many
people don’t realize, however, is that there are special
programs that can help pay
for these and other property
enhancements which have a
wide variety of benefits to
wildlife species. If you are
interested in finding out
more about these programs,
or, have general questions
about your project, please
feel free to contact Kenneth
S. Kesson at 419-238-9591
ext.116 for assistance.
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Conservation Tillage Club Meetings
The annual Conservation Tillage Club breakfast meeting
series is being held again this
winter, at the Plaza Inn in Mt.
Victory. The Hardin and
Logan County Soil and Water
Conservation Districts and
OSU Extension offices jointly
plan the Conservation Tillage
Club meetings. Breakfast begins at 7:30 a.m. with the
meeting following around
8:00 a.m.

The schedule for this year is:
January 6—Herbicide Management/Utilizing Traits.
Featured Speaker: Dr. Mark
Loux, OSU Extension Specialist.
January 20—World Fertilizer
Situation. Featured Speaker:
Pat Klein, The Anderson’s
February 3—U.S. Economics
Affecting Ohio Grain Pro-

ducers. Featured Speaker:
Dr. Matt Roberts, OSU Department of Agriculture, Environmental, and Developmental Economics.
February 17—Drainage Water Management. Featured
Speaker: Dr. Larry C. Brown,
Extension Agricultural Engineer.
March 3—Farm Security and
Rural Crime. Featured
Speakers: Logan and Hardin
County Sheriffs.

Conservation Tillage Club
Meeting Guests

WE WANT TO SERVE YOU!
POWELL SEEDS - Ada, Ohio

•
•
•

Proven & dependable genetics and new gene
technologies for HARDIN CO.
An American, Ohio and Hardin Co. Family business
FULL SERVICE seed company
-corn, beans, wheat, oats, forage

Office -419-634-0763 or Ted’s cell 419-235-2152
Clint’s cell 419-674-1686

Providing Solutions for the Needs of
Ohio Farm Families for over 40 YearsSpecializing in Farms · Rural
Properties · Development Land

www.com1stbank.com

Important Phone
Numbers

Where can I recycle my electronic waste?
At the Hardin County Transfer
Station, 45 Jones Road,
Kenton, Ohio 43326, (419)
673-7183. Monday—Friday
8:30-4:15 p.m. and the first
Saturday of each month 8:3011:50 a.m.

phone equipment, speakers,
floppy disks and microwaves.

Items that can be properly
disposed of are: Computers,
any and all types of computer
cable and wire, cameras,
servers, VCR’s, camcorders,
monitors, DVD players, all
palm equipment, keyboards,
CD and DVD media, computer
mice, battery back up systems, scanners, cell phones, all
stereo equipment, printers,
faxes, copiers, video games,
video game systems, all

The items are to be placed in
the white box trailer marked
“E-Recycling”.

If the item is not listed, do
not bring it.
No TV’s will be accepted.

If you have any questions
please call (419)674-2216.
This is
Central
District
County
sion.

funded by: North
Ohio Solid Waste
and Keep Hardin
Beautiful Commis-

Hardin SWCD & NRCS
419-673-0456, Ext. 3
Farm Service Agency
419-673-7238, Ext. 2
County Commissioners
419-674-2205
Health Department
419-673-6230
Engineer
419-674-2222
Dog Warden
419-674-2209
OSU Extension
419-674-2297
Keep Hardin Co. Beautiful
419-674-2216
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Calendar of Events
eration of Soil and Water
Conservation District Meeting
in Columbus

Conservation Tillage and
Technology Conference at
ONU MacIntosh Center

February 3—Tillage Club
Meeting, at Plaza Inn, in Mt.
Victory 7:30 a.m.

March 3—Tillage Club Meeting, at Plaza Inn, in Mt. Victory 7:30 a.m.

February 16—Office Closed
for Presidents’ Day

March 3 & 4—All Employees
Meeting at Deer Creek Resort

January 20—Tillage Club
Meeting, at Plaza Inn, in Mt.
Victory 7:30 a.m.

February 17—Tillage Club
Meeting, at Plaza Inn, in Mt.
Victory 7:30 a.m.

January 20 & 21—Ohio Fed-

February

March 10—Hardin County’s
Private Pesticide Applicator
re-certification held 9:00—
12:00, at Henry’s Restaurant

January 1—Office Closed for
New Years Day

Can You Find the Hidden
Object?
Can you find the hidden
ornament within this
newsletter? The ornament
looks exactly like the one
pictured at the end of this
article. Send your circled copy
back to: Hardin Sol and Water
Conservation District, Attn:
Hidden Object Contest, 12751
St. Rt. 309 West, Kenton, Ohio
43326, by February 13, 2008.
All the correct entries will be
put in a drawing. The winner
will receive a prize and will be
announced in the next issue
along with a new object to
find.

January 6—Tillage Club
Meeting, at Plaza Inn, in Mt.
Victory 7:30 a.m.
January 19—Office Closed in
Observance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Brad Wingfield
937-935-4512

Rebecca Browning

26

&27—

Bob Wingfield
937-935-4510

WINGFIELD CROP INSURANCE SERVICE LLC
456 E. Franklin St.
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Office: 800-276-0101
Office: 419-675-0008

Fax: 419-673-6155
Email: insure@wingfieldcrop.com
www.wingfieldcrop.com

Farm Drainage Tile and Waterway Construction
Dozer, Backhoe, and Tile Repair
674-7308 cell

Randy Swepston
567-674-1655

CRONLEY LIVESTOCK
NUTRITION
Ron Cronley
937-354-3994
22265 CR 245
937-935-1464
Mt. Victory, Ohio 43345
BARENBRUG Grass Seeds
for hay production, pastures
and waterways
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ITEMS FOR SALE/RENT
EROSION CONTROL BLANKET (8’X112.5)*.....$1.00 PER LINEAR FOOT
FLAGS (MARKING) ...............................................$0.08 EACH OR 8.00 A BUNDLE (100)
GEOTEXTILE (12.5’x432’)* ...................................$1.10 PER LINEAR FOOT
MANURE “DANGER SIGNS” ................................$6.00 EACH
MULCHNETTING (7’x3000’)* ...............................$0.20 PER FOOT
PLAT BOOKS ...........................................................$4.00 EACH
POND BOOKLETS...................................................$4.00 EACH
TILE PROBE .............................................................VARY ACCORDING TO SIZE
FILTER FABRIC (3’x300’)* ....................................$0.50 PER LINEAR FOOT
SOIL SURVEY CD’S ................................................$10.00 EACH
RENTALS
STRAWMULCHER (2” BALL) .............................$50.00 PER DAY (INCLUDES 1/2 DAY)
TREE PLANTER ......................................................$50.00 PER DAY (2” BALL)
SEEDER .....................................................................$75.00 1/2 DAY
.....................................................................................$125.00 PER DAY
.....................................................................................$ 25.00 DELIVERY FEE
TRACTOR & SEEDER ............................................$125.00 1/2 DAY
.....................................................................................$200.00 PER DAY
.....................................................................................$ 25.00 DELIVERY FEE
*Product Use Explanation:
Geotextile Cloth: This is a non-woven fabric 12.5’ wide x 432’ long laid on the soil and then
covered with gravel to provide a
surface that animals and equipment can travel on. (i.e.
driveways, feedlot)
Mulch netting: This is a 7’ wide x 3000’ long netting used to keep straw mulch in contact with
soil surface. The netting is unrolled and stapled over locations susceptible to wind or water
erosion. (i.e., used on waterways, home lawns, etc.)
Erosion Control Blanket (Double Net Straw Blanket): This is a 8’ wide x 112.5’ long mulch
blanket designed to control erosion, create ideal conditions for successful germination, and
protect seedlings. (i.e., used for sod chutes)
Filter Fabric: This is a non-woven fabric 3’ wide x 300’ long used to repair gulley erosion on
existing waterways. Technical name for this procedure is Filter Fabric Checks.

LEGGE EXCAVATING LLC
PONDS-WATERWAYS-CLEARING
BACKHOE WORK-SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DEMOLITION-DITCH CLEANING
Jim Legge
21199 County Road 144
419-675-1645
Kenton, Ohio 43326
567-674-5076

We’ll make a GREAT MEAL so you’ll
have time to make GREAT MEMORIES!
• Full Service Catering or
“Almost Catering!
Call Traci for a FREE quote!

Board of Supervisors
Jerry McBride—Chairman
Tom Sprang—Vice Chairman
Tom Brien—Fiscal Agent
Rowe Garmon—Supervisor
Tony Hastings—Supervisor
SWCD Staff
Kathy Bash—Office Manager
Denna Clem—Administrative
Assistant
Mark Lowery—District
Technician
Howard Lyle—Nutrient
Management Specialist
Julie Rutschilling—Western
Lake Erie Basin Conservationist
NRCS Staff
Megan Burgess—District
Conservationist
Mike Elwood—Soil
Conservation Technician
ODNR Staff
Mark Seger—Conservation
Engineer

Gary & Carol Oates
Kenton, Ohio

Casual
Family
Restaurant

Mt. Victory, Ohio
www.plazainn.tv or 1-800-884-2328

Jeff Rickenbacher
F
L
R
Inc.

Insurancenter Inc.
Serving
Hardin County
Since
1917

Total Insurance
Specialists:
Farm, Auto, Home,
Business

John Steinman Keith Kissling

123 West Carrol St., PO Box 226
Kenton, Ohio 43326
Phone: 419.673.3130 Fax: 419-673-0747
Toll Free:877.817.5028

Ranae Sherman

2008-2009 Tree Sale Program
Tree Bundles available for 2008-2009:
Deciduous:  Red Maple
 Red Oak
Conifers:   Arborvitae  Blue Spruce  Norway Spruce  White Pine
Order Deadline:

Thursday, February 13, 2009—Quantities are limited!!

When Will the Trees Arrive?
Typically, the trees will arrive around the middle of April. We can request a shipping date
with the Nursery, however, the weather does not always cooperate. The trees sold in our
program are dug in the spring. They are grown in beds that do not easily thaw since there is a
thick mass of growth covering the soil. If the trees were dug from frozen soil, there would not
be any fine roots left after the digging process. Quality also suffers when they are dug when
the soil is too wet. So, bear with us, we will get the trees to you as soon as the weather will
allow.
First, plan ahead. Think about what these trees will look like in 10 or 20 years. Is the species suitable for the soil,
drainage, and light conditions? Will the roots cause problems with your drain tile or other buried utility lines? Will the
tree grow into overhead power lines, or shade your garden, or cause snow to drift into your driveway? Will the branches
spread past your property and interfere with your neighbor’s use of his land? That little seedling will grow-up, and out,
and down. Be sure it has enough room.

TREE CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS (Hardin County is in Zone 5, Temp –10 to –15°F)
Species

Type/Zone

Color

H/W

Growth Rate

Spacing

Red Maple
Red Oak
Arborvitae
Blue Spruce
Norway Spruce
White Pine

Deciduous/Zones 3-9
Deciduous/Zones 3-7
Conifer/Zone 3-7
Conifer/Zones 3-7
Conifer/Zones 3-7
Conifer/Zones 3-8
10’-15’

Fall: Red
Fall: Red/Yellow
Green
Blue
Green
Bluish-Green

70’/40’
60’/70’
30’/10’
50’/25’
80’/40’
80’/40’

Medium-Rapid
Rapid-Vigorous
Medium
Slow
Medium-Rapid
Rapid

15’-30’
15’-30’
6’-10’
10’-15’
10’-15’

Deciduous Trees:
Red Maple (Acer rubrum) Located throughout all of Ohio. In urban areas, it is abundantly found as a
popular shade tree, noted for its brilliant red fall color. Specimens found in the open may grow to 70 feet
tall by 40 feet wide, and its soft wood is not nearly as prone to storm damage as is that of Silver Maple.
Planting Requirements: Although Red Maple has been called a cosmopolitan species (meaning that it can
be found in many different environments in nature), it strongly prefers deep, moist to wet, acidic, rich
soils. It grows in full sun to partial sun.
Potential Problems: The number one problem associated with Red Maple is its being transplanted into
clay soils of alkaline pH, where it often lives under constant stress and becomes stunted.

Red Oak (Quercus rubra) - A major timber tree of the eastern and midwestern United States. Along with
Pin Oak, it is also one of the few oaks that is an important shade tree in the landscape industry, noted for
its brick-red autumn color and its rapid and vigorous growth rate. Reaching 60 feet tall by 70 feet wide
when found in the open under urban landscape conditions, it may grow taller and more massive in the
wild.
Planting Requirements: Red Oak prefers moist, deep, rich, well-drained soils of slightly acidic pH. It
adapts readily to dry soils of acidic, neutral, or slightly alkaline pH (some specimens develop chlorosis in
high pH soils). It thrives in full sun to partial sun (but is shade tolerant in youth).
Potential Problems: Red Oak is basically problem-free, although it may, on occasion, be subject to the
standard army of pests and pathogens that afflict the Oaks.
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Conifer Trees:
Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis) - Arborvitae is found throughout eastern Canada, New England, and the
northern states of the Eastern United States. While it is primarily found in Ohio in urban landscapes,
where it often thrives in dry, alkaline soils, it occurs in greatest abundance in the wilds of Ohio when
found near acidic bogs. When found in the open, non-compact forms may reach 30 feet tall by 10 feet
wide.
Planting Requirements: Arborvitae performs best in moist soils of alkaline pH, but is very adaptable to
poor soils that are rocky, sterile, dry or wet, and of neutral to acidic pH. It can be planted just about
anywhere there is full sun to partial sun, with minimal aftercare. It is found in zones 3 to 7 in full sun to
partial sun, but does not thrive in the southern part of its range.
Potential Problems: The lower foliage and twigs of Arborvitae can also be significantly sheared back in
winter by deer browsing, and the flexibility of the softwood and its strong tendency to be multi-trunked
make it a prime candidate for snow and ice damage. Otherwise, Arborvitae is a healthy and vigorous
shrub and tree.

Blue Wonder Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea punges glauca var. “Van Sikes”) - Planted throughout the
United States and Canada as an ornamental evergreen, including all of Ohio. Blue Wonder is Vans Pines
Nursery’s special strain for 95% uniform blue in color. Most trees may easily reach 50 feet tall by 25
feet wide at the base, although in the wild much taller specimens are commonly reached. Perhaps no
other evergreen tree is as cherished for home landscapes as Blue Spruce.
Planting Requirements: Colorado Spruce prefers moist, acidic soils that may be organic, sandy, or
loamy; the soils must not be poorly drained or wet. It is also adaptable to a variety of less than favorable
conditions, including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.
Potential Problems: Colorado Spruce is generally a healthy tree, and like most spruces, it suffers needle
damage due to feeding by various spider mites. It is especially drought tolerant, including young transplants that have been root-pruned into ball and burlap form.

Norway Spruce (Picea abies) - Found throughout all of Ohio and much of the United States and Canada
as, perhaps, the most common spruce, rivaled only by Colorado Spruce. It is found as an ornamental tree
in urban environments, a windbreak and snow break in both urban and rural areas, and occasionally in
pure stands for future harvest in forests. Quickly reaches 80 feet height by 40 feet in spread with its
medium to rapid growth rate, and adapts to a variety of harsh soil and sparse moisture conditions.
Planting Requirements: Norway Spruce prefers moist but well-drained, acidic soils that may be organic,
sandy, or loamy. However, it is perhaps the most adaptable common evergreen tree to harsh conditions,
including poor, clay, rocky, dry soils of acidic, neutral, or alkaline pH.
Potential Problems: Norway Spruce is generally a very healthy tree, even under harsh conditions.

White Pine (Pinus strobus) - Widely distributed throughout eastern North America, including all of
Ohio. Commonly transplanted today as a landscape evergreen tree, and is also sold as a cut Christmas
tree. Also known as Eastern White Pine, this towering evergreen easily grows to 80 feet tall by 40 feet
wide (or larger) under optimum conditions, with a rapid growth rate. Its shape is upright pyramidal when
young, but becomes irregular with maturity.
Planting Requirements: White Pine performs best in evenly moist, rich, well-drained, acidic soils in full
sun.
Potential Problems: In spite of thriving in many natural settings, White Pine is very susceptible in urban
settings to alkaline soil pH (causing chlorosis, resulting in yellowing of the needles and stunting of
growth), winter salt spray, air pollution, compacted clay soils, and poor water drainage. Young transplants and saplings are also subject to deer and rabbit browsing in any setting.

US Postage Paid
Permit No 334
Kenton OH 43326
Nonprofit Organization

Hardin Soil & Water
Conservation District
12751 St. Rt. 309 West
Kenton, OH 43326

2008-2009 Tree Packet
Order Form
Order Deadline—February 13th
Limited supply!

Bundles of 10-Conifer/
Bundles of 10-Deciduous

Name:

OFFICE USE ONLY
Date
Receipt No.
Amt. Paid
By

Phone:

Address:
Street

P
R
I
C
E
S

City
Approx.
Size

No. of
Trees
Per Bundle

Price per
Bundle

Red Maple ($2.00 per seedling)

18-24”

10

$20.00

Red Oak ($2.10 per seedling)

18-24”

10

$21.00

Arborvitae ($2.70 per seedling)

15-18”

10

$27.00

Blue Wonder ($2.00 per seedling)

12-15”

10

$20.00

Norway Spruce ($2.10 per seedling)

18-24”

10

$21.00

White Pine ($2.80 per seedling)

12-15”

10

$28.00

TREE PACKETS
DECIDUOUS TREES

CONIFER TREES

TOTAL COST

State
Bundles
Ordered

Zip
Total

