
September 12, 2019 

 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 12
th

   MEETING 

 

All Commissioners were present. Staff recited the pledge at 9:00. Purchase orders and bills 

were reviewed and signed. Pending issues were discussed with the following resolutions 

approved and signed:  

 

V103-137 Minutes of September 12, 2019: 

1
st
-Striker 2

nd
-Rogers Roll call: Rogers-yes, Striker-yes, Crowe-yes 

V103-138 Bills 

1
st
-Rogers 2

nd
-Striker Roll call: Striker-yes, Crowe-yes, Rogers-yes 

V103-139 Release of Funds: JFS 

1
st
-Striker 2

nd
-Rogers Roll call: Crowe-yes, Rogers-yes, Striker-yes 

V103-140 Engineers Report Lease Ditch 

1
st
-Rogers 2

nd
-Striker Roll call: Rogers-yes, Striker-yes, Crowe-yes 

V103-142 Reallocation: Soil & Water 

1
st
-Striker 2

nd
-Rogers Roll call: Striker-yes, Crowe-yes, Rogers-yes 

V103-143 Municipal Street Fund: Kenton, Encumber  

1
st
-Rogers 2

nd
-Striker Roll call: Crowe-yes, Rogers-yes, Striker-yes 

 

John Folk, Job & Family Services Director, Discussed the bi-annual renewal for the PRC 

Plan. The updates have been reviewed with the Family Services Advisory Board. 

Employment plans have been updated, plan is to work toward something and get off 

assistance. Monetary incentives were added for those who continue to work. Only income 

from adults living in the home is counted. Kinship language was added to include the states 

guidelines such as day care allowances. It gets charged to Children’s Services with funds 

reimbursed from TANF. Poverty guidelines were updated. Cash Assistance has 110 

recipients, all children. August had 58 reports of allegations with 30 being investigated with 

22 children in custody. $38,065 per diem for the month. Two calls for Adult protective 

services with no concern found. Transportation cost was $34,585 for August. John will be 

talking with the Transportation committee to bring more thru county services instead of 

contracting out.  They may be able to help fund the purchase of a vehicle. Council on Aging 

has a contract to transport for JFS for those eligible. Child Care is contracted out with August 

cost at $12,012.84, thru Community Action Commission. PRC for August was 176 clients at a 

total of $13,763. Funds are left as of September 30. He will trade excess federal funds with 

another county and plans on using more funds thru the next period. Ohio Means Jobs: 35 

work sites are contracted for work experience with 140 enrolled. OMJ is helping current 

businesses get help in training current employees.  Unemployment in July at 5.2%. Sept. 20 

the Annex will hold their annual Team Building Event at Boy Scout Lake.  The Audit has 

been approved for 2017-2018. A Service Coordinator position is being developed to work 

with JFS as well as Family & Children First. IV-E training will start in two weeks in 

Columbus.  He has a State Flexible Spending Pool he plans on transferring funds out to 

another fund and will come back when that amount is known. $280,000 was received in 2019 

for Children’s Services, $607,000 received in 2020. At 9:52 John asked for Executive Session 

to discuss staffing issues. Commissioner Rogers moved to enter Executive Session with John 

Folk to discuss staffing issues. Commissioner Striker second. Roll call: Crowe-yes, Rogers-

yes, Striker-yes. At 10:06 Commissioner Crowe announced the end of Executive Session.   

 

Stephanie Rausch, resident who recently moved back to Ohio, voiced a complaint about the 

Dog Warden and Deputy. She brought her neighbor, her dog sitter.  She adopted a dog from 

Wyandot County and was not aware she needed a dog tag. The Dog Warden came to her door 

on a complaint and noted the two dogs did not have tags, gave her warning and instructed her 

to get the tags. Fifteen days later he arrived again. Ms Rausch was upset he disturbed her nap 

but purchased the tags and noted as the Dog Warden and Deputy left they verbally yelled and 

harassed her for not knowing she needed tags. She is asking for an apology and asked that the 

public be educated on proper licensing. She went to the (Dog Kennel) Facebook page 

and posted her opinion about his threat. Which was deleted. September 10 his wife made ugly 
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comments on the social page. The wife should not have known what her issue was and feels 

this was unprofessional and asked the Police to have the wife stop her comments. 

Commissioner Crowe addressed- Dog Warden was there and saw unlicensed dogs, the law 

provides him to cite, he didn’t.  Two weeks was plenty of time for you to get tags. His return 

trip was during normal business hours for public officials on official duty. You anticipate that.  

He gave you opportunity to get tags. Attitude and tone of voice is hard to know without us 

being there, if tone of voice that you didn’t appreciate, we weren’t there. The only ones that 

know are those that are there. Kyle acknowledged he did not have his camera on. Ms Rauch-

His attitude was not justified, is harassing in his job description? Facebook involvement not 

okay. Commissioner Crowe-we cannot control people on Facebook. Kyle-I never once said 

“harassment”. Commissioner Crowe-he said she said. I apologize you feel offended. Kyle- I 

did my job like everything else. Verbal stuff I kept my composure. My wife comments on 

social media. Commissioner Rogers-all public record. Bill-you told on social media. She 

demanded an apology from Kyle. Commissioner Crowe-we will discuss with Kyle as part of 

his job. You have my apology on behalf of the county you felt offended. You feel your way 

he feels his. We aren’t forcing anyone to say something they don’t feel. Ms Rausch-

unprofessional yelling at me.  Commissioner Crowe-we will discuss with dog Warden for 

operation improvements.  

 

The bid opening was held for the Engineers County Roads cold mix project. One bid was 

received from Henry Bergman Inc. for $755,275 bid estimate was $385,914 Commissioner 

Striker moved to reject the bid as being 10% over the estimate. Commissioner Rogers second. 

Roll call: Rogers-yes, Striker-yes, Crowe-yes. V103-141 

 

Commissioners discussed with the Dog Warden and Deputy the complaint and reminded them 

they should have their body camera on. Kyle acknowledged deleting negative comments/ 

bickering on the Facebook page.  

 

The first hearing for the Lease Ditch #1128 was held in Veteran’s Hall.  Ditch was petitioned 

by Brian Halsey and others July 16, 2019. Viewing was held August 20, 2019. Trent Bass 

read the Engineers Preliminary Report V103-140. The culvert will be slightly larger than the 

ODOT current. Engineers report: undersized and backing up water. Project will be at 

guaranteed optimum with maintenance for 1045 acres which would be $88 per acre if all 

benefits were equal. It is economically feasible in line with what they see. The public will 

benefit. Estimate of Work $79,460 with other expenses a total of $91,919.90. First years 

maintenance figured at 2%.  Luke Underwood noted there could be other options they haven’t 

looked at yet such as a retaining wall along the house with no box culvert. Obstacles include 

the bed rock which is close to the house. Luke also explained the assessment as those closest 

and will benefit the most will pay more. Paula Pond noted her house has been surrounded by 

water three times and hoped this would help. Village of Dunkirk Council asked 1)-how long 

this assessment is on taxes? Luke explained the construction assessment is one time, if you 

allow it to go on the taxes you also pay interest for the bond, and then a maintenance 

assessment annually.  2)-if this project is done could it cause more flooding elsewhere and 

cost more? Luke Underwood-yes. Landowners have rights to petition. 3)-have fields been 

tiled lately? That would help with a lot of chaff coming in. Villagers are low income and 

renters would bear the cost of landowners. Luke Underwood-farmers have tiled and will pay 

as everyone else. It was also noted that farming/agriculture is not regulated by the county or 

townships. Bob Hayes felt that those with the benefit should pay, not everyone who doesn’t 

receive benefit.  Luke noted that the whole watershed will benefit. Incorporated will pay a per 

lot assessment with the unincorporated a per acre benefit. Bob Hayes noted that when 

Dunkirk put a new Sewer project in, the rock increased the cost due to a machine to cut the 

rock. Luke-if the Village increases the storm sewers to help then they need a sufficient size 

outlet first, and Dunkirk could drain over to that outlet, no guarantee there wouldn’t be 

flooding. Keith Zimmerman asked if the project was feasible. This was the worst spring and 

flooded a number of times. How often does this happen? Brian Halsey, petitioner, shared 

aerial photos (Exhibit A) of the flooded areas. He noted that with asphalt, houses, waterways, 

tile and fence row removal the water gets away faster. He asked Dunkirk to get grants to help  
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lessen the burden on residents. This is about community and future generations who will 

benefit. Scott Ribley-asked if this is creating another problem with more cost to fix. No 

guarantee. Luke Underwood-water is getting there now and flooding homes to get there. A 

retention pond or routing the water around could be options. Judy Ludwig asked if 

landowners are currently being assessed for this culvert. Luke Underwood-yes and this will be 

an additional assessment. Commissioner Rogers asked Luke the cost to proceed? Luke-maybe 

$1000 for a survey of 50’ and advertising, mailing, plus past cost. Commissioner Striker 

moved to proceed to get the cost and options for the worst case scenario. Commissioner 

Rogers second. Roll call: Rogers-yes, Crowe-yes, Striker-yes. V103-144 

 

Roll call resulted as follows:   

  

_________________________________, YES/NO 

President of the Board-Roger E. Crowe 

                         

         

  ___________________________________, YES/NO 

     Randall S. Rogers 

     

     ___________________________________, YES/NO 

     Timothy L. Striker  

 

Attest_________________________ 

          Clerk of the Board  
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